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Henrik Hoffman 38, is Globetrotter’s 
CEO. He was born in Sweden and is 

passionate about outdoor tours, 
sailing and skiing.

The tent is a popular end-of-range 
model and discounted – but unfortunate-
ly, it is sold out almost everywhere. Only 
the store in Munich has one left. The clev-
er customer from Berlin orders it with 
Click & Collect for delivery to the capi-
tal’s store – and picks it up three days lat-
er, all smiles. 

The roving reporter – and Globetrotter 
customer – travels from Rio via Frankfurt 
to Cape Town. He orders equipment when 
in Brazil, visits the store during his stop-
over – and sends a thank-you mail from 
South Africa: it worked!

A company in Saxony is looking for a 
nice Christmas present for 20 employees, 
it's going to be a special Victorinox knife. 
Thanks to Click & Collect, they order all 
Globetrotter’s stock in Germany to be 
sent to Dresden.

These three stories show how creative-
ly you can use the Click & Collect service. 
Besides such special and emergency cas-
es, most customers simply pre-order their 
desired product to make sure it will be 
available when they visit a particular 
store. Often also in another size or colour. 
You buy what you like. If you do not like 
it, you return it immediately in store.

For clever customers

How does Click & Collect work? Pret-
ty simple: When you order online at the 
web shop on globetrotter.de and come up 
to the delivery address, you choose the 
option „Abholung in der Filiale“ (collec-
tion in store) with the logo Click & Col-
lect (see left). Then you choose your 
store. When the product has arrived 
– usually two or three workdays later 
– you will receive an email and you have 
seven days to pick up your order at the 
Service Point.
There, we are also happy to answer any 
questions you may have about your new 
equipment and provide advice based on 
our wealth of outdoor experience.

By the way, Click & Collect is postage- 
free. A clever service for our clever cus-
tomers.

The Click & Collect service enables customers to 
have their desired products sent straight to the 
store – in many creative ways. 

… and pick it up at the Service Point. 

Click & Collect: Order online to 
your store…

ELEVATE YOUR FITNESS
ON ANY TRAIL YOU CHOOSE

KEENFOOTWEAR.COM/TRAILFIT-EU

TERRADORA MID
WATERPROOF

FITNESS FITNESS 
WITH A WITH A 
BETTER BETTER 
VIEW.VIEW.

Keen_EU_FW17_Terradora_Ad_GLOBETROTTER_230x300_en-de_FN.indd   1 01-08-17   15:15
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We look forward to your feedback 
and ideas: 

Please send your response to redaktion@
globetrotter-magazin.de.

>>



Technical down done differently, using 
lightweight construction and durable 

materials. Strong, packable and functional. 
Take the benefit of down insulation on  

all mountain adventures.  
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Seid aktiv: macht mit beim Reima Kidventure Wettbewerb und 
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reima.com/kidventure #millionhoursofjoy

Seid aktiv: macht mit beim Reima Kidventure Wettbewerb und 
gewinnt eine magische Woche voller Aktivität im � nnischen Lappland!

LASST UNS ZUSAMMEN  
1.000.000 STUNDEN MEHR 
IN BEWEGUNG SEIN UND 

SPASS HABEN



Jana and Jens Steingässer travel a lot with 
their children. They are on a mission. 

A family on the trail of climate change.

Interview 
Iris Lemanczyk

Photos 
Jens Steingässer

Y O U N G
EXPLORERS 
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HHello Jana and Jens – how is your bantam Emma doing?
Jana: Unfortunately, our dear Emma was caught by a fox. 

Your book “Die Welt von Morgen – eine Familie auf den 
Spuren des Klimawandels” (Tomorrow’s world: A family on 
the trail of climate change) tells the story of how Emma made 
you aware of the subject.
Jana: Yes, our bantam was the trigger. One day in December – it was 
sunny and mild – she went broody and started to hatch. Crazy chick-
en, it was winter! We did some research and found out that climate 
change even influences animals’ behaviour.

That triggered your many research trips, your book and the 
presentations. Are you surprised that many readers and view-
ers are really interested?
Jens: Climate change affects so many different areas – biodiversity, 

nutrition, land grabbing, poverty, water resources. The media do 
some reporting, but the subject often remains abstract. We want to 
raise awareness of the interrelationships. So, we collect stories about 
people who are affected, far away from big media coverage. That 
makes it more comprehensible. And apparently, people like it.

For your book you went to Greenland, Iceland, Lapland, Mo-
rocco, Australia, South Africa, the Alps and the Forest of Odes. 
Why did you go there in particular?
Jana: We could have chosen any country in the world because the 
symptoms are the same everywhere. Greenland and indeed the Arc-
tic in general have become a symbol for climate change. That is why 
we really wanted to go there. It has also always been my childhood 
dream.
Jens: I was initially apprehensive  about Greenland in winter. Frieda, 
our youngest one, was only two years old back then. Luckily, Robert 
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Jana Steingässer (39) is ethnologist and a journalist, Jens 
Steingässer (38) is a communication designer and 

photographer. They conduct research trips for their projects 
together with their children Paula (17), Mio (10), Hannah (9) 

and Frieda (6). And afterwards they write about it in books and 
give presentations. When they are not travelling, family 

Steingässer lives in the Forest of Oden.

Peroni from southern Tyrol helped us. He runs a lodge for expe-
dition teams and travel groups in eastern Greenland. I felt com-
fortable when Robert confirmed it would be okay to go there in 
winter with little children.

Are your travels work or pleasure?
Jana: The whole trick is to make all the presentations and the 
book look like a holiday. But we have a full schedule behind the 
scenes: interviews, research, photography. The planning logistics 
with kids are also enormous. When we arrived at the gate for our 
flight to Greenland they sent us straight to the group check-in 
point.

How did you keep your children warm during Greenland’s 
winter?
Jana: With many layers of clothes. It was no problem, even on 
long dog sled tours. We put the bicycle trailers for our children 
on the dog sleds so they had their familiar nest. And when we 
hiked, we put them snugly in their sleeping bags into big, water-
proof bags and pulled them along behind us on sleds.
Jens: And they were always doing something. When there were 
other children playing, they always made friends.

How did you, as vegetarians, got along with the tradition-
ally meat-eating Greenlanders?
Jana: We have an anecdote about that. I made falafel for a dog 
sled tour once and offered it to the local hunters who went with 
us. They were really thankful – until the first bite. They looked 
confused and secretly gave it to their dogs. They pounced on it 
– but left it untouched too. (laughs)
Jens: You need to know that local huskies eat everything, all left-
overs and whatever – but they did not want our falafel.

”The  trick is to make 
it look like holiday.”

Happy in Greenland: 
The supply ship is 

approaching Sermiligaaq.

>>
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You lived in a hut in the little village of Tinitequilaaq, 
which is home to no more than 100 people. Was it the 
perfect holiday home?
Jana: Well, the hut was 20 square metres big. During the day we 
had to pile up the mattresses. A metal bucket served as the toilet. 
We took part in everyday life in the settlement. We went ice fish-
ing, hunting, carved up the killings. Mio played soccer with the 
Inuit children on the frozen fjord.

Which effects of climate change did you observe in 
Greenland?
Jens: There is a lot of poverty in little settlements. Only a few 
people can afford a motor boat. The others need a stable ice sheet 
to go hunting with their huskies. The elderly people told us they 
used to go hunting for five months every year – but now they only 
have about two months.

So, life was much better in Greenland in the old days?
Jens: It is not that simple. Of course, everybody is happy to have 
electricity in their house. 
Jana: Winter dictates their lives. Greenlanders cannot wait to go 
hunting with their dog sleds because it gives them recognition 
and social acceptance. Due to climate change, the hunting period 
is getting shorter. During summer, there is a higher rate of sui-
cides. 

Are there also advantages due to climate change?
Jana: It is easier for mining companies to get to the mineral re-
sources. It is all a question of perspective. 
Jens: The Greenlanders want development – a better infrastruc-
ture, a better educational system. They do not want to be on a 
drip-feed from Denmark. The mineral resources are indeed an 
opportunity. Of course, everybody knows about the global prob-
lems but everyday worries are something else. Pure survival 
– how can I feed my family – is more important.

Family Steingässer also travelled around Lapland in an 
old, stylish fire brigade bus…
Jana: It was just a practical solution. We needed a car with space 
for all our equipment. There was nothing else affordable.
Jens: The bus made an impression in Lapland, people reacted 
very positively to our fire-red toy car. 

You have accompanied traditional reindeer shepherds, 
something  tourists do not usually have a chance to do. 
How did you gain the trust of the Sami people?
Jens: With lots of carefulness and patience. It takes time. The 
children helped a lot, they regarded us as a family and not as 
journalists. Children are happy door-openers on travels. 

Lapland is known for its changeable weather. Do you still 
notice climate change?
Jens: Indeed. The seasons and the areas of vegetation are shifting. 
Snow arrives later in winter. Sudden warm periods occur more 
frequently and then, it gets cold again. When everything freezes 
up after a thaw, a coating of ice covers up food for animals. 

Mosquito alarm 
in Swedish 

Lapland: The 
children react 

creatively.

You can do anything on 
the beaches in Lofoten 
– except swim.

”Children are 
happy door-

openers.”

>>

OUTGROW 
YOURSELF

WITH THE NO.1 FROM KOREA

HIMALAYAN TESTED SINCE 1973
BLACKYAK, der südkoreanische Innovationsführer für 
technische Outdoor-Bekleidung ist jetzt mit der mehrfach 
ausgezeichneten Kollektion bei Globetrotter erhältlich.

In Europa entwickelt, in Deutschland designed und im 
Himalaya von Extrem-Bergsteigern getestet, bietet 
BLACKYAK Bekleidung für allerhöchste Ansprüche, 
die den härtesten, alpinen Gegebenheiten stand hält.

GLOBAL.BLACKYAK.COM

BYAK_BrandAD_BJ_103x300_M1728001_F45.indd   1 28.07.17   14:49

Daughter and father at Kungsleden
Martin Müller and his 9-year-old daughter 
Marie walked 120 kilometres through 
Lapland. “It was incredibly intense and 
good for both of us.” Read the story online 
(in German) or hear all about it at Martin's 
presentation at the Globetrotter stores:
27.10. in Hamburg
09.11. in Berlin
15.11. in Cologne
16.11. in Frankfurt
23.11. in Stuttgart 

Family paddling at the High Rhine
The High Rhine marks the German-Swiss 
border at a distance of 150 kilometres 
between Lake Constance and Basel. A 
perfect river for family paddle tours: The 
River Rhine is impressive, but mostly easy 
to paddle (just like some beautiful Swiss 
side rivers too). There are enough 
attractions on the river bank if the 
children get bored in the canoe. Family 
Arnu (parents and three children)  tell 
their story. 

MORE TRIPS WITH KIDS ON GLOBETROTTER.DE/MAGAZIN
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For some, the Uluru-Kata-Tjuta
 Nationalpark is Australia's number 

one landmark. For Mio, it is an 
awesome sandbox. 

… as well as in South Africa. The Steingässers collect these stories.

Global warming changes everything: In Australia…

When that happens, the Sami need to feed them.
Jana: A bad summer does not make climate change. The Sami 
always need to adapt. But in the old days, they could go some-
where else. Now, there are precisely defined regions where 
they are allowed to be. Often, they are small corridors. When 
the lakes there do not freeze up anymore and are therefore 
impassable, where should they go?

South Africa as a destination was quite a “hot” contrast. 
Did you also have time for relaxing safaris?
Jana. Sure. But it was not only about lions and elephants. Mio 
and Hannah spent hours watching meerkats. 

And global warming is noticeable there too?
Jana: Yes, we have a good example: The quiver tree, South 
Africa’s landmark, is actually quite well adapted to heat and 
draught. However, apparently the situation has reached 
breaking point. The quiver tree reacts to the situation by per-
forming  am amputation on itself and rejects branches to keep 
the trunk alive. And there are no new trees growing.

Is it actually so bad when a species becomes extinct? 
That has been happening all the time in earth’s history. 
Jana: Each species within its system has its own task in the 
chain. When a species is missing, the chain is incomplete. >>
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Jens: Climate change is not always the reason. In Australia, a farmer 
told us that when he was a child, certain local plants were removed 
to make space for a new kind of wheat. Everybody ignored the fact 
that the previous plants performed special tasks within the ecosys-
tem. Nowadays, the ground is oversalted and barren. 

Do humans learn from their mistakes?
Jana: Once you have invested in such a system, it takes a lot of cour-
age to admit a mistake.

Glacial melting, drought, species dying of extinction – those 
are sad and worrying matters. You have confronted your chil-
dren with them. How did they handle it?
Jana: We have not made it the subject of discussion with our little 
ones. Of course, they have seen things which moved them. It was the 
rubbish in Greenland, the poverty in South Africa. Paula, our oldest 
daughter, has been involved from the very beginning. She had quite 
a downer once due to the feeling of being so powerless. We felt the 
same. Luckily there are really motivated and committed people who 
know exactly what to do. Everybody can change something within 
one’s means. Waste prevention has became a big topic in our family.
Jens: Mio recently told me that a girl in his class argued that more 
rubbish men should be employed so that there is less rubbish on the 
streets. Mio, however, argued for a higher price for plastic packaging 
and higher penalties for those caught littering. That is one step fur-
ther.

You did not only travel to faraway places for your book but 
also hiked across the Alps. Was that more relaxing?
Jens: Not at all – because we started off with too much luggage, 
around 100 kilos. We had to carry the children's trailers right at the 

first mountain pass because it was too rocky. We walked a few pas-
sages two or three times: first with the children, then back, then with 
the luggage…
Jana: I suffered under the strain quite a bit. 

Jens then walked long stretches barefoot. A walk of peni-
tence because Jana had to toil and moil so much?
Jens: I felt indirectly responsible for all the exertion. I knew that the 
day across the Fimba Pass would be the toughest one. So I already 
took one trailer to the pass after dinner and parked it up there. There 
was a heavy thunderstorm. I did not feel like putting on my rain 
trousers though. So everything got wet, I got big blisters and could 
not walk in my shoes anymore. So I went barefoot. It took hours 
until I stopped saying “ouch!” anymore. Then, the tour became quite 
sensual. I can still feel what it is like to walk on hot gravel. Or the joy 
of walking through a little stream.

You are still on tour with your multivision show “Die Welt von 
Morgen” (Tomorrow’s world), but you are already working 
on a new project.

”Paula was quite 
depressed because 

she felt so powerless.” 

The Greenlanders do not like vegetarian falafel. Apart from that, the Steingässers and their hosts got along really well. 

>>
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Hannah playing on the family car. They toured Lapland in 
an old fire truck. 

Jana: Exactly. It will be about “water” which we want to talk about 
from a social, cultural and economic point of view, and again ex-
plained via our family’s journey.

Do the children have a say with travel planning?
Jana: They do. As far as the water project is concerned, the contrast 
between North and South America is exemplary: waste of water, 
water shortage, contamination, privatisation. And there are beauti-
ful landscapes, rivers, lakes, glaciers for great photos. But Paula said: 
“We would have to do so many long distance flights which damage 
the climate. We cannot do that!” She was right.
Jens: So we will mainly be travelling around Europe. It is not bad 
because many readers – and the audience – can relate better to Eu-
rope. America and its problems are too far away.

Have you already started research?
Jana: We have just returned from Albania. We travelled through the 
mountains on horses and along the River Vjosa in packrafts – inflat-
able backpack boats.

Packrafts and four children, how does that work out?
Jana: We gained some experience paddling, and in the Easter holi-
days, we did a packraft test-tour on the River Tagliamento in Italy. 
We knew it would work out.

What is so interesting about the Vjosa?
Jens: It is one of the most biodiverse and untouched rivers in Europe. 
It has not been straightened, and it does not have any hydroelectric 
power stations. If you want to renaturate rivers, Vjosa could be a 
model to copy. 

Where will you go next?
Jana: Spain and Portugal where we will be asking questions about 
privatisation and distribution of water. Then we will go to the Alps, 
the water reservoir. And we will certainly go to Iceland again. That 
island really is a laboratory for the future. In a couple of years, >>

Find more equipment for your next expedi-
tion on www.globetrotter.de/aktivitaeten/

expedition

>>

Jana Steingässer studied ethnology, her 
husband Jens is sociologist and photo journalist. 
Together with their children they are currently 
travelling around Europe preparing for their new 
presentation about water.
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In other countries clean tap water is not something 
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take the MSR Trailshot Microfilter with us which we 
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Whether you are in a mountain hut in the evening 
or in a hardshell while sledding – the Jack Wolfskin 

Black Bear keeps you very warm thanks to the thick 
fleecy material.*****

If you always wanted to take a hammock on your 
travels but were not sure about the weight and package 
size, now's your time. The extremely light material of 
the Sea to Summit Ultralight Hammock feels a bit 
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GEWINNEN SIE EIN SCHÖFFEL
OUTLEISURE WEEKEND 
>>  Mehr Infos auf:

www.schoeffel.de/outleisure-weekend
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”We realise that we 
are only guests on 

this planet. Just 
like when we are 

travelling.”

they want to be totally reliant on renewable energy. Despite Paula’s 
concerns, we will probably also go to Brazil. The problems there con-
cern the clearance of the rain forest and the impact on the water cycle.
 
How long will the water project take?
Jana: Two or maybe three years. We depend on school holidays. 
Sometimes we ask for the holiday period to be extended a bit. That 
is usually possible because we earn our living from travelling.

What else – besides materials for books and presentations 
– have you brought home from your travels?
Jens: The realisation how little you actually need. We live in abun-
dance which is totally overwhelming. It is easier to get used to trav-
elling than it is to get used to everyday living again. We realise we 
are only guests on this planet. Just like travellers. And what I bring 
back from every journey is the fact that goals can be accomplished. 
Jana: We are able to see how incredibly beautiful the earth is. And 
how much it is worth preserving. The encounters we have made 
whilst  travelling are of immeasurable value. 

The book
Die Welt von Morgen, 29.99 €, 
Globetrotter order number 
27.52.83

The presentations
Dates already set for “Die Welt von 
Morgen” are: 8.10. in Munich, 
27.10. in Posthausen (Bremen), 
28.10. in Fulda, 19.11. in Essen, 

17.1.18 in Weingarten (Allgäu), 17.01.18 in Immenstadt (Allgäu), 
25.2.18 in Cologne. All information about presentations and the family 
project on www.reiselabor.de.   

MORE ABOUT FAMILY 
STEINGÄSSER

<<

The new family project is 
all about water,  like here 
in Albania. 
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The Hans-im-Glück fountain is a popu-
lar meeting point in the evening with 

several bars and pubs around such as Café 
Weiß, with its 1950s flair, and the student 
café Mata Hari (Geißstraße).

Just around the corner is the best Viet-
namese restaurant in the city. In Bre-

itengrad 17, they serve high southeast Asian 
cuisine in a classy, puristic atmosphere (Eber-
hardstraße 35, www.breitengrad17.de).

Karlshöhe (343 m) towers above the ge-
ographical valley basin housing Stutt-

gart. Vineyards and public parks cover the 
hill which is popular for recreation. You can 
get a nice view of the city from the terraces 
of the beer garden Tschechen & Söhne (Hum-
boldtstraße 44, www.marshallbar.com). 

Since 2016 it is again possible to 

S T U T T G A R T

Report 
Julian Rohn

Illustration  
Martin Haake

At the heart of Stuttgart is the 
Schlossplatz. The biggest square in the 

city divides up the shopping mile along 
Königsstraße. In summer, you lie down on 
the grassy area underneath a 30 metre high 
pillar with goddess Concordia perched on 
top, whilst all around you, fountains bubble 
away. In winter, there is a ice-skating area 
and Christmas Market. There is free WLAN 
available.

  
Project Fluxus is the cool version of a 
classic shopping mall. 16 different pop-

up stores have found a home with an expiry 
date in the Calwer Passagen. The products 
range from fashion, jewellery and design to 
furniture, and in between you can enjoy 
some Swabian specialities at the gourmet 
bistro Herr Kächele or enjoy the tasty speci-
ality coffee at Cafébar Tatti (Theodor-Heu-
ss-Straße 1, www.fluxusstgt.de).

The famous setting of the city in a 
geographical basin has its advanta-

ges – where else can you find an 
official mountain bike trail in the 

middle of the city?

>>

Although he was born in the Neckar-Alb region, 
Robert Pfeifle (33) has spent a lot of time in exile in 
Baden. Ten years ago, he was lured to Stuggi by his 
studies and his girlfriend. He has been working as half 
a “Neigschmeckter” – a so called incomer – 
in the local Globetrotter store since 2014 .

WITH THE LOCAL IN
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visit the renovated TV tower. The 217-metre- 
high city landmark towers over everything 
and offers a view all the way to the Black 
Forest when the weather is good. The world's 
first reinforced concrete tower of this size 
was built in 1956 and has a panorama ter-
race, a restaurant and a café (Jahnstraße 
120, www.fernsehturm-stuttgart.de).

The Kraftpaule is a craft beer shop and 
basement bar all in one. There are more 

than 300 kinds in stock – drawn or from the 
bottle, local and international. They also serve 
home-made meals with handmade dishes of 
cold cut meat, cheeses or vegetarian food. 
Learn more about craft and other different 
varieties of beer at regular tastings and events 
(Nikolausstraße 2, www.kraftpaule.de).

Coffee connoisseurs will love the nice, 
little Mókuska Caffè with fair-traded 

coffee. They do the roasting every Monday 
(Johannesstraße 34, www.mokuskacaffe.de).

The first President of the German Fed-
eral Republic is buried at the beautiful 

forest cemetery. From Südheimer Platz, take 
the historic cable car dating back to 1929 up 
to the 100 metre higher cemetery (Waldfried-
hof 3).

Especially in summer, the Palast der 
Republik – the Palace of the Republic 

– is an absolute hotspot. People meet under-
neath the little pavilion until late at night 
with all sorts of drinks and a great atmos-
phere (Friedrichstraße 27). 

MTB
The Woodpecker Trail (20) is an 
official MTB trail in the middle of 
the city. There are 120 metres of 
height and 27 barriers to cover over 
one kilometre. The trail starts under-
neath the Albplatz and ends at the 
Karl-Kloß-Straße. Take the cogwheel 
railway from the Marienplatz to go 
back up with your bike 
(www.stuttgart.de/downhill). If you 
prefer a view, take the rout from 
Kappelberg (21) towards 
Grabkapelle am Württemberg (22).

Hiking
Some beautiful hikes take you from 
the Grabkapelle (22) through the 

vineyards to Esslingen. The natural 
park Schönbuch (23) is the biggest 
connected forest area in the 
Stuttgart region. The Rother tour 
“Im Siebenmühlental bei 
Leinfelden-Echterdingen” is 
available as a GPS download: 
www.globetrotter-magazin.de/
stuttgart. Find more touring ideas 
in the Rother hiking guide “Rund 
um Stuttgart”, ISBN 978-3-7633-
4355-3, 14.90 €.

Canoe
Die Zugvögel (24) are experts for 
SUP, kayak and Canadian canoe 
courses and tours on the Enz and on 
the Neckar. You can also rent boats 

for your own tour: Mühlstraße 52 in 
Walheim, www.diezugvoegel.de.

Climbing
The DAV climbing centre in Stuttgart 
(25) is one of the world’s biggest 
climbing halls with a climbing area 
of 4,600 m², around 460 routes 
and 850 m² of bouldering space: 
Friedrich-Strobel-Weg 3, www.
kletterzentrum-stuttgart.de.

Stäffelestouren (26)
Stuttgart’s Stäffele are more than 
400 sets of steps which were built 
for the vineyards. Wanatu organises 
tours: www.stuttgarter-staeffeles-
tour.de.

Mountain biking, hiking, canoe, climbing – despite or especially because 
of the hilly area, Stuttgart is made for outdoor activities. 

The quickest address for a swim is the 
Epple Lake outside the city. The artifi-

cial lake near Kirchentellinsfurt is also per-
fect to try out the SUP.

Get the best Schnitzel in the quaint 
pub Karmeliter in Esslingen (Obertor-

straße 8 in Esslingen, www.kaermeliter.de).

The forest climbing garden in Stutt-
gart places high demands on skills 

and balance. Walk over chain bridges, mov-
ing timbers and travel along fast zip-lines 
between the trees at a height of 1.5 to 12 
metres (Schmellbachtal 1, 
www.waldklettergarten-stuttgart.de).

The Feuersee is an old fire-water 
pond. The Johannes church stands on 

its peninsula. During the summer festival 
from 14  – 17 September, amongst other items 
there will be a slackline across the water 
(Feuerseeplatz, www.feuerseefest.de).

Max-Eyth lake is located just at the 
River Neckar. On the weekend, the 

lawned area is a popular BBQ spot for fam-
ilies. You can rent pedal-power, electric and 
rowing boats. Swimming is not allowed.

Castle Solitude is a former hunting 
lodge once owned by Duke Carl Eugen 

von Württemberg. The Rococo building from 
the 18th century is situated in the middle of 
the forest with a spacious garden and a great 
view (Solitude 1, www.schloss-solitude.de).

Surrounded by two lakes and a lot of 
forest, the Katzenbacher Hof is a great 

place to visit. At the former forester’s house 
they serve coffee and cake but also handmade 
Maultaschen – pasta squares filled with meat 
etc. made of regional ingredients (Katzen-
bacher Hof 1, www.katzenbacherhof.de). 

Stuttgart’s zoo is called Wilhelma and is 
integrated in an old castle complex. It is  

well-known worldwide due to its breeding pro-
gramme for great apes and the gorilla kinder-
garten (Wilhelma 13, www.wilhelma.de).

The Bärenschlössle and the surround-
ing area of the wild park are perfect for 

little hikes and walks – or to go running after 
work (Mahdentalstraße 14, 
www.baerenschloessle-stuttgart.de).

< <   C I T Y  G U I D E   > >

ACTIVITIES IN AND AROUND STUTTGART
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hier draussen wartet die Natur auf dich. Und die kann 
manchmal ziemlich nass sein. Unsere Eco-Shell Jacken halten 
Naturliebhaber bereits seit über fünf Jahren trocken. Wir 
entwickeln Produkte, die die Zeit überdauern. 
 Unsere Reise bei Fjällräven begann vor vielen Jahren als 
utopische Idee in einem Notizbuch. Heute ist unser komplett 
recycelbares Shell-Material mit fl uorcarbonfreier Imprägnierung 

überall auf der Welt im Einsatz. Die Keb Eco-Shell Jacket ist ganz 
auf das Wesentliche fokussiert.
 Wasserdicht, atmungsaktiv und nachhaltig. Keine Jacke hält 
ein Leben lang. Doch mit ihrem zeitlosen und funktionalen 
Design, langlebigen Materialien und 
der richtigen Pfl ege wird dich diese 
Jacke viele Jahre lang trocken halten.

KKKKeeb Eccccccooooooo-SSSSSSSSSShhhheeeelllllllll Jacket

FFFFFoooorrrreeeevvverrrrrrrrrrr NNatuurreee

w w w . f j a l l r a v e n . d e

PFC-freie 
Imprägnierung

Fjällrävens Hardshell.
Wasserdicht, atmungsaktiv 

und nachhaltig.

Eco-Shell
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Die Schweizer Ferienregion Nr. 1

Von den Fans gewählt:

Die schönsten Wanderungen in Graubünden.  
Im grössten Kanton der Schweiz warten 10 000 Kilometer markierte Pfade auf Wanderer: vom entspannten Kulinarik- 
Trail bis zur anspruchsvollen Hochtour. Bei einer so grossen Auswahl fällt es schwer, sich für eine Wanderung zu  
entscheiden. Deshalb schafft Graubünden Abhilfe und präsentiert die schönsten Touren der Region – gewählt von  
den Graubündner Wanderfans.
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A fabulous road trip to the Atacama desert 
including incredible raptures about Chile. 

Try it for yourself!

Text & Photos
Michael Neumann

A L  N O R T E 

T O  T H E 
S T A R S
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dull day in March in the 
office. The phone is ringing! Volkswagen is calling. Could we imaging 
testing a new car, the Tiguan Allspace, for its road-trip capability? 
Where? That choice is ours, there is only one condition: The desired 
destination should be located in South America because the car is built 
in Mexico and available there first. Well, we can do that… Thank you 
and talk to you soon!
As soon as I put down the phone, we are overcome by wanderlust. 
A carte blanche for South America, can somebody give us a prod please? 
We throw countries around the room. Peru? Bolivia? Chile? As our list 
of places that one should see is endless, there are a lot of places flying 
around. What was the name of the car again? Allspace? It is probably 
referring to size. What about interpreting the name afresh? On top of 
the list we have “Star gazing in Atacama”. The desert in the north of 
Chile is known to be the most suitable place of the world to see the 
Milky Way and the Galaxy at its best. This is possible because of its al-
titude of between 2,500 and 5,200 metres, minimal light pollution 
because of the lack of big cities and the stable weather conditions which 
pilots like to call CAVU: Clear Above Visibility Unrestricted. That means 
the human eye cannot see any further. To get there, we would drive 
1,700 kilometres from Chile’s capital Santiago to the north to San Pedro 
de Atacama. Although almost all tourists take the plane to get there, we 
want to approach the Atacama slowly to appreciate the scale and change 
of the landscape from the ever-green Santiago to the driest place on 
earth. 

ROADTRIP, BABY!

Volkswagen agrees and we take a look at the calendar. For optimal star 
gazing conditions, we need a new moon. If the moon is too bright, it 
steals a lot of the light emitting from the Milky Way. We make a big 
cross on the 23rd of July. On this day, the moon is in the shadow of the 
earth and cannot reflect any sun light. Two more travellers are quickly 
found: Gex and his girlfriend Mona. I already went skiing with Gex in 
Chile twice in August. His high spirits and open-mindedness make him 
the perfect travel buddy. And his basic Swabian virtue of thrift protects 

the travel kitty from possible drinking bouts or gambling excesses. Mona 
also comes from the Swabian Alb region, so I assume similar genes.
Wait a second, did we not just mention skiing in connection with the 
month of August? Exactly, from mid June until mid September it's win-
ter in Chile as it is situated at the opposite side of the globe to Central 
Europe. But no worries, there is always sun in the Atacama and even 
during the dark season, the mercury does climb up to 25 degrees. 
We pack tent, sleeping bags and – just in case – the touring skis. Better 
be safe. And indeed, when we arrive in Santiago on the 17th of July, 
there is new snow from the day before. There had not been so much for 
40 years. Even in Santiago, only a few hundred metres above the sea, 
there were ten centimetres. Now, 24 hours later, it's all over. The sun is 
laughing against a bright blue sky and project Atacama is about to start. 
The car – a Tiguan Allspace – is a 20-centimetre longer version of the 
Tiguan and turns out to be perfect for our tour. It offers space in 

Is this earth or are we already 
on Mars? The Atacama often 
feels like a different planet.

Good morning, 
beautiful Valle de la Luna!

>>
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abundance, has many common assistance systems which make travel-
ling distances as comfortable as possible. There is also all-wheel drive 
and enough ground clearance for gravel roads and mountain passes 
which we will undoubtedly come across. When you fold down the back 
seat, there are two metres in length to lay down in – the double bed in 
the desert is ready. Only the white seat covers are a disadvantage when 
hosting dusty travellers.

DRIVING, LOOKING, MARVELLING – 
AND THE SAME AGAIN

 We quickly leave Santiago and take the road up north. It`s a 10 hour 
drive to San Pedro according to the smartphone navigator. Well, let’s 
get going! First, we drive along the coast where the sun is about to sink 
into the sea as standard. So we indicate to the right and head off down 
to the beach. When the game is over, we eat at a nearby seafood restau-
rant and move into our Allspace suite afterwards. Okay, I admit, one of 
us needed to sleep next to it in the tent. What a shame that the sun does 
not rise in the west too. The next morning, it is bright early but it takes 
a while until the planet has climbed above the Andes at an altitude of 
almost 7,000 metres. So, we packed up the tent covered in morning dew 
and drove on. 
With a length of 4,200 kilometres from north to south but only an av-
erage width of 200 kilometres, Chile is not really suitable for an illus-
tration sticker like those of Sylt or Lake Constance. It would probably 
look like a scratch in the paintwork. A beautiful one though. Chile has 
a lot to offer from above. Our target destination of Atacama is situated 
on the border to Peru. It is known to be the driest spot on earth; only 
recently have scientists held a competition to find the driest point there. 
Maria Elena South won with 14 % soil moisture content at a depth of 
one metre – just like on Mars.

In the centre, the metropolis of Santiago attracts foodies to its surround-
ing wine-growing regions. The harbour city of Valparaiso leaves 

In some places, salt deposits 
make the Atacama look like a 

winter wonderland. 

You can find flamingos at  Laguna Chaxa, or 
maybe take a swim in Lagunas Escondidas 
de Baltinache (big picture). 

>>
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you speechless. It is built on 40 steep hills on the Pacific Ocean coast 
and makes San Francisco’s streets look like a kindergarten. Steps replace 
footpaths, and in some dead-end roads you prefer to reverse back out  
rather than do a U-turn. But of course you do not thunder down into 
the valley when the car is at 180 degrees. Another show are the ten 
thousand elaborate graffiti which elevate even the last corrugated-iron 
shacks to a MoMA outpost. Further south and we move into the fertile 

lakeland area. Stratovolcanos tower into 
the air next to prehistoric araucaria trees, 
only the dinosaurs are missing. And then, 
the spectacular finish: Patagonia with its 
Torres-del-Paine Nationalpark. There is no-
where else offering more to look and mar-
vel at. 
In Chanaral, the mostly two-lane Panamer-
icana highway goes inland. Overtaking is 
still no problem though as you can see the 
oncoming traffic on the now dead straight 
road ten kilometres ahead. For hundreds of 
kilometres, the landscape is just sublimely 
monotonous. It does not take long until we 
have fully succumbed to nature. Metallica’s 
“Nothing Else Matters” is on repeat in the 
Dynaudio sound system and in this magic 
area, unexpectedly, the song unfolds to be-
come immensely powerful. Just imagine 
driving from Munich to Hamburg across the 
moon landscape.
The next highlight is for technology freaks. 
The dusty La Negra near Antafagosta is all 
about mining and is where the surrounding 
copper mines stock up on their materials. 
Enormous monsters of technology – trucks 

–  line the street to the left and right with wheels as big as single-fami-
ly houses. And the drinking holes in between remind us of the Titty 
Twister Bar in “From Dusk Till Dawn”. It is worth taking a look at Goog-
le Earth. Mad Max meets Tarantino. The billboards at the entrance to 
the town are fitting. They do not attempt to push Coca Cola, smart-
phones or detergent but lure foremen with head-high emergency gen-
erators and refurbished heavy-duty dump trucks. 
In the evening of the second day, we enter San Pedro. The gathering of 
clay huts around a picturesque church has long since mushroomed to 
become a veritable magnet for tourists. San Pedro is THE hub for visitors 
travelling to Atacama or the nearby Altiplano, the highlands on the 
border to Bolivia. Located at an altitude of 2,500 metres you can devote 
yourself to some  sightseeing but also climb some “easy” six-thousand-
ers, assuming you are acclimatised. It takes about a week until you can 
slowly approach  5,000m altitudes and after two weeks, volcanoes above 
than 6,000m are possible. Often, it is not very difficult, you simply walk 

up the direttissima. If you start puffing like an old steam engine howev-
er, to prevent altitude sickness you should quickly turn around. 
We postpone possible volcano climbs to the next visit and take a look 
at the classic highlights of the region. Those are: the geyser field of El 
Tatio where you get an idea of the centre of the earth when you see the 
bubbling fumaroles; the hot springs of Puritama; the lagoons full of 
flamingos; the drive towards Bolivia. From San Pedro, a tarred road 
heads straight towards the east and ascends 2,000 metres of altitude 
without a single turn. The altimeter displays a value of 4,800 metres at 
the top. We see individual cyclists that have tortured themselves up 
opposing sides and who are now about to start the downhill race of 
their life. 
We sober up by walking through the Valle de la Luna at sun rise. Whilst 
it is filled  with tourists during the day,  in the cold morning hours, what 
is probably the most beautiful spot in the Atacama, is ours alone. Little 
paths and circuit tours lead through the salt pan which somehow seems 
to be inside out due to erosion and tectonics. Each turn offers new and 
totally different perspectives on rock formation the likes of which we 
have never seen before. We do not know which creator is ultimately 
responsible for everything, but he has definitely done a good job.
 

COUNTING STARS, DRINKING WINE

That brings us to the main reason of our journey; the stary sky. It al-
ready reaches its high one hour after sunset. Due to the fact that we 
have a new moon, the Milky Way takes over the job of illuminating 
the surrounding area. We take out the camping chairs, open a good 
bottle of red wine, marvel silently and conclude that our existence 
counts as nothing at all. Just imagine that if you wanted to drive 
through the galaxy by car and put the cruise control on at 100 kilo-
metres per hour, the journey would take one million x one million 
years. Too far for our next road trip.
Unfortunately we are not able to arrange an appointment to visit the 
nearby ALMA  European Southern Observatory. At an altitude of 5,200 
metres, there are 66 single telescopes which can be connected togeth-
er by a super computer into one giant telescope – currently the most 
powerful in the world. ALMA enables astronomers to carry out  
detailed researches on the fundamental building blocks of stars, plan-
etary systems, galaxies and even life itself. 
The Explora Lodge is unique like ALMA. We spent all the money we 
saved sleeping in the Allspace there. All at once. Located on the edge 
of the town of San Pedro, and hidden behind the thick clay walls, 
lies a  refuge second to none which totally re-defines the all-inclusive 
strategy. Not only are three meals included but also wine to suit. That's 
a totally new experience for us as we are used to cooking our Pasta 
Rosso ourselves. The Explora concept has more to offer. The “explo-
ration” is also included. There are free guided excursions every day. 
Whether it is a half-day visit to hot springs, horse riding through 

A whole year in two weeks: 
In Chile, you can go hiking in July 
in temperatures of 25 degrees, 
camp under the Milky Way, take a 
swim or bath in hot springs and, 
afterwards, enjoy the view when 
skiing.

When the sun sets, 
the temperature 

drops from 20 
degrees plus 
to minus 10.

>>
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Getting there
Air France offers the best connection to Chile with a 
night flight from Paris. Depending on the feeder flight, 
you will be travelling for around 18 hours. It is 
recommended to book early as flights are fully booked.

Car rental
You can find suitable cars at autoeurope.de or 
billiger-mietwagen.de. It is not a bad idea to look for 
all-wheel drive and good ground clearance.

Accommodation
Everything is all possible – from camping wild in the 
desert, to inexpensive hostels to 5 star lodges. Find the 

perfect overview on booking.com and book your 
overnight accommodation early the same day.

Country & people
Chile is a perfect travel country with neither poisonous 
animals nor tropical diseases. The Chileans are also very 
relaxed – just do not mention the Confed Cups ;-) 
Take a look at the safety instructions issued by the 
Federal Foreign Office so you do not become a victim 
of crime. 

Infos
www.chile.travel/de/, www.skiarpa.com, 
www.explora.com, www.balloonsoveratacama.com

IT’S YOUR TURN: YOUR ROAD TRIP THROUGH CHILE

the dunes or a twelve-hour ascent of the 5,918 metre high Lican-
cabur, the Explora really makes every guest happy. 
Only the hot-air balloon tour which we do the next day is not includ-
ed. It is still worth doing. And so with lots of hot air we fly across the 
Atacama and enjoy the sun rise. Isn't it a bit difficult to pick us up again 
in this pathless wilderness? Not really, says pilot Andy. The wind turns 
another direction with every hundred metres of altitude and thanks 
to information provided by those in the second ballon which set off 
with us, the balloons can be controlled by going up and down so that 
more or less you can actually arrive back at the starting point. And 
indeed, after two hours, we arrive as soft as butter on the gravel road, 
only 500 metres away from the starting point.
After a fantastic week in Atacama, we drive back down south, our 
mouths open in amazement. Neither of us has ever seen such natural 
landscape on such a scale. We are not concerned about the 1,700 
kilometres back because we know there is a lot to see.

SKIING IN JULY

There is one item left. Ever since the beginning of the trip, a ski bag 
has been travelling around with us in the Allspace. And we want to 
put the touring skis to the test now. Is there any other country where 
it is possible to combine summer and winter in one journey? For our 
winter excursion we turn left into the bush just before we hit Santiago 
to meet an old friend: Toni Sponar. The 83-year old emigrated after 
the Second World War from east Styria in Austria to Canada and just 
happened to become a ski instructor. The job lead him to the east coast 

of the USA and later to Chile where he gave lessons in Portillo from 
July to September. At one point in the 1980s, he had the opportunity 
to buy two valleys in the shadow of the Aconcagua Mountain where 
today he still runs a little ski resort with his son. Toni can look back 
on an incredible 106 ski seasons in a row – without a break between 
them.
After we have managed to navigate the bumpy road to Ski Arpa, we 
look forward to a few ski tours and Toni’s incredible stories. We cannot 
impress him with our 1,700 kilometre tour, because in the 1970s, he 
drove  three times from Aspen in Colorado – still his main residence 
– to Chile in a VW van. Without a navi and Airbnb but with a surf 
board on the roof and three month's time.
So in case Volkswagen  happens to ask again if we can just test a car, 
we have an idea in mind…

Toni, aged 83, has worked 
106 ski seasons in a row. How 

did he do that? Well…

The drive to Ski Arpa is also an adventure for non-skiers. 

<<
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DIE NEUE YUKON-SERIE VON TATONKA
www.tatonka.com/yukon
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AB NOVEMBER
2017 AUF TOUR

INFOS, TRAILER, TERMINE UND TICKETS UNTER WWW.OUTDOOR-TICKET.NET

JETZT
TICKETS 

SICHERN!

DIE BESTEN OUTDOOR- UND 

ABENTEUERFILME DES JAHRES!

AB OKTOBER AUF TOUR

DIE WELTBESTEN KLETTERFILME IN FULL-HD

präsentiert von

VERGÜNSTIGTE
TICKETS

für GlobetrotterCard-Inhaber

Eine Präsentation der



Ein Objektiv - unzählige Möglichkeiten. 
Der perfekte Reisebegleiter.

www.sigma-foto.de www.facebook.com/SIGMAFoto

Globetrotter_18-300_1_4_quer.indd   1 23.03.2017   16:36:44

T H E  J A C K E T  T H A T  W O R K S  W H E N  Y O U  D O

www.meindl.de

WOHL.GEH.FUHL
Wellness für Ihre Füße – wohin Sie auch gehen

Meran Lady
(auch als Herrenmodell erhältlich)

❚  Mehr Platz im Ballenbereich
❚  Hochwertiges Fußbett  

mit Naturkork
❚ wieder besohlbar

mei_anz_Meran_230x97_JUL17.indd   1 31.07.17   11:19
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Schneeschuhwandern mit Wikinger Reisen

Infos und Kataloge erhalten Sie unter:
www.wikinger.de oder 02331 –  9046
Wikinger Reisen GmbH
Kölner Str. 20, 58135 Hagen

Jetzt informieren!
www.wikinger.de

Island: Winterabenteuer im Hochland

• Schneeschuh- und Winterwander-
touren im Hochland

• Auf den Spuren der Nordlichter
• 8 Tage inkl. Flug, Übernachtung, 

Verpfl egung, Schneeschuhmiete
• Deutschsprachige, qualifi zierte 

Wikinger-Reiseleitung 

8 Tage ab 2.155 €

Winterwelt der Ammergauer Alpen

• Wunderbares Winter-Alpenpanorama
• 8 Tage inkl. Übernachtungen, Halb-

pension, Wellnessanwendungen, 
Schneeschuhmiete

• Qualifi zierte Wikinger-Reiseleitung 

8 Tage ab 755 €

Panorama-Schneeschuh wandern 
im Bieszczady-Gebirge

• Bergwildnis im Dreiländereck Polen/
Slowakei /Ukraine

• 8 Tage inkl. Flug, Übernachtungen, 
Halbpension, Schneeschuhmiete

• Deutschsprachige, qualifi zierte 
Wikinger-Reiseleitung 

8 Tage ab 1.145 €

WR-Globetrotter-230x300-Winter-2018-RZ.indd   1 03.08.2017   15:06:49
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MEINDL TESSIN
I D E N T I T Y  GT X

Product category
Light-weight hiking and trekking shoe (Category A/B) with a waterproof Gore-Tex 
membrane.
 
Usage
Day trips with light luggage in high alpine regions, low mountain ranges and on 
surfaced roads.

Status
From the meadow to a shoe – hiking classic with a gapless proof of origin.

Manufacturer
Lukas Meindl GmbH & Co. KG, Kirchanschöring, Germany.

Concept / idea
Lukas Meindl and his team in product development.

Technical details  
Weight: 1,240g (UK 8.5). Sizes: 6-15. Upper material: Aniline leather. Linen: 
synthetics. Membrane: Gore-Tex (100 % polyamid). Sole: rubber. Inner sole: leather/
synthetic. Globetrotter order number: 19.87.66. Price: 219.95 €. 

History  
Shoemaking is a 300-year-long tradition for the Meindl family from Chiemgau, 
Germany. It is already the family's 9th generation now looking after the lasts and 
leather. At the same time, Meindl focuses on innovation and the use of modern 
technologies to make the best possible shoes for mountaineers. The company is 
headed by the brothers Lukas and Lars Meindl whose father transformed the 
company from a simple shoemaker's shop into a global player. More than 200 staff 
are employed at the company's headquarters in Kirchanschöring. All double-stitched 
models as well as most of the sturdy hiking shoes are made there. In times of rising 
awareness of sustainability and appropriate animal welfare, with its Identity Series, 
Meindl is the first manufacturer worldwide to offer seamless transparency in the 
supply chain of the leather used: The skins are – without exception – from local 
organic farms around the company’s headquarters, they are tanned in an environ-
mentally friendly way at the Heinen tannery and then processed into shoes. With the 
embossed identification number, a customer can trace the origins of the leather back 
to a cow on a meadow (www.identity-leder.de).

LADIES’ VERSION
The “Lady” version shines with similar 
features but is made with a ladies' last 
(smaller heel, higher midfoot). Sizes: 
3.5 - 8. Globetrotter order number: 
19.87.84. Price: 219,95 €.

MAKE
Board lasted: The upper is fitted over 
the last and glued to the inner sole. 
Compared to a strobel-stitched model, 
the shoe is particularly stable and 
long-lasting. It can easily be re-soled. 
The tried-and-tested “Meindl-lasts” 
ensure an optimal fit: In the front, 
there is enough space for toes and 
midfoot, whereas the normally tight 
heel eliminates slip and offers a good 
hold. 

Is there such a thing as perfect equipment? 
Absolutely. In state of the art, the editors introduce 
equipment which sets the benchmarks in its class.

“Only a small number of our customers 
live in or near the mountains. The Tessin 
is suitable for the whole moderate 
range of usage and is therefore the 
perfect companion for many. In terms of 
fit, Meindl’s lasts have always been a 
long runner.”

“Our shoes have to provide convincing 
quality and fit. 
That necessitates craftsmanship and 
the best materials. Our Identity Leather 
is not only of superior quality, the 
ability to trace its origins gives each 
shoe its own vita.”

Michael Scheffler, shoe 
specialist, Globetrotter Dresden

Lukas Meindl, CEO (Production 
and development)

Find more shoe models by 
Meindl on Globetrotter:

www.globetrotter.de/marken/meindl

>>

Text  
Philip Baues

INNER SOLE
Removable footbed made of vegetal 
leather which means that the tannin 
is made exclusively out of natural raw 
materials. 

WEATHER PROTECTION
Breathable and waterproof Gore-Tex 
membrane for constant protection 
from rain and moisture with great 
climate comfort at the same time.

LACING 
Light barrel loops made of metal for 
an optimal adaptation to the foot, two  
nylon loops offset to the back promote 
a soft flex.

SOLE
Thanks to its profiled cross -slats, the 
Vibram sole offers a reliable grip also on 
loose ground. The combination of 
running, EVA-mid and inner sole 
combines good torsional stiffness with 
good damping and a soft roll-over 
movement.

LINING
Inside, the upper end is lined with soft, 
chromium-free tanned cushion leather. 

UPPER
The ankle-high shoe is made of 
around 200 individual items. The 
outer material is a soft aniline leather 
which can be traced all the way back 
to the Alpine meadow.

REFERENCE PRODUCT
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 Lightweight Merino Wool Mütze & 
Merino Wool Multifunktionstuch

Für ein angenehmes Tragegefühl bei 
 jeglichen Wetterbedingungen. Diese natürliche, 
einzigartige Faser ist extrem atmungsaktiv und 

von Natur aus geruchshemmend. Entdecke 
die Merino-Kollektion von BUFF®: Lightweight, 
Midweight & Heavyweight Merino Wool BUFF®.

SEAMLESS
Versatile all-season performance.

125g/m2

LIGHTM E R I N O  W O O L

www.buff.eu
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NATURAL COMFORTM A D E  F O R

100%
MERINO WOOL

Mix&Match: Kombiniere 
passende Designs aus der Neck- 
und Headwear Kollektion

Buff Germany



.guezrhaftfarksgnuheiznA 

www.tiguan.de

 Abbildung zeigt Sonderausstattung gegen Mehrpreis.

 
Der Tiguan mit 4MOTION Active Control.
 Entfaltet Kraft und verteilt sie automatisch. Mit optionaler 4MOTION Active Control lässt sich 
der neue Tiguan auf verschiedene Straßensituationen und das Gelände einstellen. Das  
 Design betont seinen Offroad-Charakter auch optisch. Sie sehen: Kraft steckt in jedem Detail.

Wir bringen die Zukunft in Serie.

VW_TN_Anziehung_210x297_15510_GT.indd   1 08.08.17   15:35

www.marmot.eu

PROBABLY THE 
BEST INSULATION 

OUT THERE

Die Marmot Featherless-Isolierung wurde in Zusammenarbeit mit 3MTM ThinsulateTM entwickelt und besteht 

aus losem Isolationsmaterial, das dafür entwickelt wurde tierische Daune zu imitieren.

> Wärmeleistung von 700FP Daune & bessere Wärmeleistung als Daune bei Nässe
> Daunenähnliche synthetische loose-fill Isolation

Marmot Featherless Hoody

Anzeige_GlobetrotterMag_230x300+3mm.indd   1 07.08.17   14:40
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Again? Damaged trou-
sers?!” As parents, you do 

not know if you should laugh 
or cry when the kids return from the day-
care centre, school or playground with torn 
clothes. On the one hand, holes at the knees 
and on the bottom are an unmistakable sign 
that the little ones were having fun – chil-
dren's clothes will not get damaged by play-
ing around with smartphones. On the other 
hand, each item you need to replace puts a 
dent in the family wallet.
This is where Reima comes into the game. 
The Finns do not only think about saunas, 
ice skates and salty liquorice. Their country 
is also home to the world’s largest company 
for performance clothing for children. Quite 
impressive when you bear in mind that their 
population only amounts to 5.5 million. 
However, more than 80 percent of Finland 
is covered by forest, there are 187,888 lakes 
and 40,000 kilometres of skerry coastline. 
Finland is a country for adventurers, even if 
they are still in nappies. So it makes sense 
that Finish children need clothes which 
stand up to wind and water and which are 
sturdy and water resistant.

DESIGN FOLLOWS PERFORMANCE

The headquarters of Reima, located next to 
the airport in Helsinki, is a very modern, 
light-flooded building with big surfaces of 
glass and open working spaces. There are 
height-adjustable desks promoting healthy 
and relaxing working conditions, wide cor-
ridors, and hanging in between there are 
colourful children's jackets, trousers and 
t-shirts, all nicely sorted. At first glance, it 
may appear to be Nordic mundaneness, but 

In Finland, Reima is almost a synonym for children's 
clothes. Ever since 1944, Nordic kids kitted out with 

this functional equipment from a company in Helsinki 
have been playing and having fun in nature. 

Text 
Manuel Arnu

Photos 
Reima, Manuel Arnu

Reima is not a brand which relies on old 
stories and legends. They look ahead and 
focus on the products, everything revolves 
around children's clothes. “We have been 
listening to what children want for 70 years 
now. We focus on kids all the time”, explains 
managing director Elina Björklund, when 
asked about her company's hallmarks. She 
looks out of the big windows to the forest on 
the outskirts of Helsinki. Outside, gusts of 
wind are hunting grey rain clouds. Typical 
Reima weather! “We offer active children 
everything from head to toe so they can 
have fun and romp around outside. Every 

day, every season and in all weathers!”
Almost every child in Finland has grown up 
with Reima: Babies are carried around in 
Reima playsuits, little children go to kinder-
garten in Reima overalls, children romp 
around forests in Reima trousers and teens 
wear Reima ski jackets on the ski slopes. 
There is a simple idea behind all this: The 
product range should keep in step with chil-
dren’s growth and fit every stage of life. Re-
ima currently supplies goods to 35 countries 
on three continents, the company boasts 
turnover in the triple-digit range. “Our big-
gest market is Russia, followed by >>

The head of 
Reima, Elina 

Björklund, puts 
children first in 
every decision. 

K I D S G O 
OUT AND PLAY
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Three items for any wind and weather: 
Pirkko jacket (29.55.94, 119.95 €), 
Stavanger overall (29.55.85, 159.95 €) 
and Ote mittens (29.56.09, 34.95 €).
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Find the whole Reima product range 
in the online brand world on

 www.globetrotter.de/marken/reima

>>

”Reima clothes are 
like a Mercedes – not a 

throw away but an 
investment.”

Scandinavia,” explains Elina Björklund. In 
Germany, the brand is still relatively un-
known. Only since 2014 has it been possible 
to buy children's outdoor clothes by Reima 
in Germany. 

EQUIPMENT INSTEAD OF FASHION

There is hardly a more demanding target 
group. Products liked on one day can be  
thrown into the corner for the rest of their 
life the next. An item of clothing has to pass 
many tests in order to turn into the child’s 
favourite item. Reima appears to meet kids' 
tastes. “We like to refer to our clothes as 
equipment and not fashion items. Reima 
offers children a tool to be active,” says Eli-
na. And the demands placed on the collec-
tion are huge. “Children put their clothes 
more to the test than adults do. Almost like 
an extreme mountaineer who also crawls 
around in mud”, grins Elina. Finnish design 
items – whether a tool or fashion item – are 
always made to function as an item for dai-
ly use. The focus is on quality and perfor-
mance, also at Reima. Little details such as 
reflecting zip cords always have an addition-
al usage although they appear to be a deco-

rative element. Cuts are optimised accord-
ing to the age, seams are minimised. Many 
details reveal that Reima knows the wants 
and needs of children and their parents: 
There are wide, smooth-running zippers 
that end in a big zipper garage so children 
do not rub themselves sore; there are 
skin-friendly materials at each spot which 
contacts the skin; the cuffs are very flexible 

and cuddly. Children like all that!
“The little ones like it that our clothes are so 
comfortable. They hardly feel what they are 
wearing”, adds Elina. Good children's 
clothes can be real problem solvers for par-
ents: no wet, shivering children anymore; 
no crying because of jammed zippers; no 
sunburn thanks to integrated UV protection. 
The classic design can be worn over many 
years and thanks to its long durability, it can 
be passed down from child to child. That is 
also an example of sustainability. Reima 
does a lot to improve product suitability for 
daily use. Dirt and water-repellant surfaces 
make their clothes easy to clean which saves 
water, energy and detergent. Parents like 
that!

ACTIVITY HEROS

Since this winter, Reima clothes are com-
pletely free of fluorocarbons, many materi-
als are Oeko-Tex certified. In order to inte-
grate new recycling options into the 
company, Reima joined the EU research 
project Trash-2-Cash – and in doing so is 
returning to its roots in a way: Due to a lack 
of materials, after the war, the company, 
which was founded in 1944, manufactured 
working clothes from old tents and snow 
suits. In the 1950s, Finland experienced its 
first outdoor boom and Reima tailored the 
clothes to support that. In 1965, Reima de-
veloped Enstex, overalls made of such wa-
ter-repellent material became the “kids uni-

form” of the 1970s. Reima places great 
importance on having its own materials in 
order to be able to produce affordable prod-
ucts. In 1995, they put Reimatec on the mar-
ket which is waterproof and breathable at 
the same time. The membrane became quite 
successful because suddenly there were chil-
dren's clothes available that were affordable 
and worked in every weather.
Enough of the past, today it is all about the 
future. “We try to make our clothing more 
intelligent”, says Elina Björklund. “Weara-
bles” is the magic word. In cooperation with 
the big Finish watch brand Suunto, Reima 
has developed the ReimaGO waterproof ac-
tivity sensors.
“We believe that physical activities are key 
to better health and fun when learning new 
things – and good sleep”, explains Elina. 
Although the outdoor industry keeps on 
growing, there is a worrying trend, also in 
Germany: Children and teenagers tend to 
move less and less, not even a third of them 
are active for an hour or more per day. Re-
imaGo aims to change that. The sensor re-

Just hanging around: Reima makes clothes for active kids. 

With ReimaGO, the company wants to motivate children to be more 
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Träum mal drüber nach! 
#Elbsandsteingebirge #SächsischeSchweiz #Malerweg #Wandern #Klettern #Fotos

Noch heute gratis Reiseinformationen bestellen: ONLINE: www.saechsische-schweiz.de/prospekte  |  TELEFON: 03501 470147  |  EMAIL: info@saechsische-schweiz.de

www.metavirulent.de

Natürlich starke Abwehr für Gipfelstürmer

HOMÖOPATHISCH · BEWÄHRT · GUT VERTRÄGLICH
metavirulent® Mischung. Die Anwendungsgebiete leiten sich von den 
homöopathischen Arzneimittelbildern ab. Dazu gehören: grippale In-
fekte. Hinweis: Bei Fieber, das länger als 3 Tage anhält oder über 39 °C 
ansteigt, sollte ein Arzt aufgesucht werden. metavirulent® Mischung 
enthält 37 Vol.-% Alkohol. Zu Risiken und Nebenwirkungen lesen Sie die 
Packungsbeilage und fragen Sie Ihren Arzt  oder Apotheker. meta Fackler 
Arzneimittel GmbH, Philipp-Reis-Str. 3, D-31832 Springe. Stand: 01/15.

Laien_AZ_vir_Berg1_91,5x120_3mm_Beschnitt_Globetrotter_0117.indd   1 25.01.17   15:03

cords activity during the day, and later, chil-
dren can see on the ReimaGo app how much 
they have moved around. “ReimaGo is not 
a game. It is intended to motivate children 
to exercise and reward them”, says Elina. 
She also wears one of the sensors in her 
clothes. “Adults must be role models.”
Reima has suitable and durable clothes for 
an active life style. Materials are tested for 
their resistance to water and abrasion, 
breathability, washability, tear strength, sun 
protection factor and much more. But above 
all, children put a product to the acid test 
before it is made ready for the market. The 
comprehensive development work and the 
high-quality materials are reflected in the 

price though. Elina Björklund is passionate 
about that: “Reima clothes are like a 
Mercedes. For a higher price, I can get a car 
which has a high residual value. The 
Mercedes is an investment, highly resistible 
to wear.”And indeed,there is a Facebook 
page in Finland which organises the 
resale of second-hand Reima clothes. Can 
there be a better seal of quality? <<



INNOX EVO GTX® QC  |  All Terrain Sport    www.lowa.de    

SETZT NEUE AKZENTE IN JEDEM TERRAIN.
DANK FUNKTIONALER DETAILS UND OPTIMALER DÄMPFUNG.

LOWAZS-17-007_ADs_Globetrotter_07_InnoxEVOGTXQC_230x300_RZ.indd   1 17.07.17   10:30

Kanu | Kajak | Haus� oß | eigene Inseln | Ferienhäuser

Outdoorurlaub
in Schweden

* Inklusive Busanreise ab Puttgarden. Weitere Zustiegsorte, Termine und Preise im Internet unter www.scandtrack.de! 
**  Vor Ort fällt eine Kurtaxe von z.Zt. 45 SEK pro Person u. Nacht an.

Information & Buchung: 
scandtrack.de • Tel. 03303-29 73 111

Haus� oß
in Nordmarken
9 Tage Schweden & Norwegen9 Tage Schweden & Norwegen

Leistungen

• Busanreise, inkl. aller Fährpassagen*
•  7 Tage exklusiver Erlebnisurlaub
 (führerscheinfrei)
•  7 Übernachtungen auf dem Haus� oß
•  Paddel, Schwimmweste
•  Komplettes Verp� egungspaket
•  komplettes Ausrüstungspaket
•  Organisationsteam und deutschsprachige
 Ansprechpartner im Basiscamp
•  15 EUR Globetrotter Einkaufsgutschein

ab 609 € p.P Wildniscamp
in Nordmarken
9 Tage eigenes Camp am See9 Tage eigenes Camp am See

Leistungen

• Busanreise, inkl. aller Fährpassagen*
• 7 Tage Wildniscamp am/auf See Foxen 
 exklusiv zur Nutzung
• Kanu, Paddel, Schwimmweste
• Outdoorverp� egungspaket zum Selberkochen
• komplettes Outdoor- & Kochausausrüstungs- 
 paket (ohne Schlafsack u. Isomatte)
• Organisationsteam und deutschsprachige
 Ansprechpartner im Basiscamp
• 15 EUR Globetrotter Einkaufsgutschein

ab 379 € p.PKanutour
auf eigene Faust**

9 Tage Schweden & Norwegen9 Tage Schweden & Norwegen

Leistungen

• Busanreise, inkl. aller Fährpassagen*
• 7 Tage individuelle Kanutour
• 7 Übernachtungen im Zelt für 2 Personen
• Kanu, Paddel, Schwimmweste
• Outdoorverp� egungspaket z. Selberkochen
• komplettes Outdoor- & Kochausausrüstungs- 
 paket (ohne Schlafsack u. Isomatte)
• Organisationsteam und deutschsprachige
 Ansprechpartner im Basiscamp
• 15 EUR Globetrotter Einkaufsgutschein

ab 299 € p.P
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Text and Photos
Stephan Glocker & Til Eder

THE LONG WAY 
T O  R O T O R U A

Two old friends, a camper van and 1,500 songs. 
You don't need anything else for an 
epic road trip through New Zealand.
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T
One-day stopover in Singapore 
with great architecture and snack 
bars with Michelin stars. Half a day 
later, we are on South Island 
– almost well rested. 

When approaching their 
50th birthday, some 

men tend to get adven-
turous again. Til and I 

are just such men. 

Te Anau to Milford Sound, 120 km.
Pink Floyd, The Dark Side of the Moon.
When fast approaching their 50th birthday, some men tend to get 
adventurous again. They fear it is their last chance to realise long-cher-
ished dreams. Set off on tour one more time before a spinal disc gives 
up the ghost. Now or never, they proclaim. Til and I are just such men.
New Zealand, such an old dream, and always postponed. But now, our 
camper is actually rolling along Milford Road, the world’s most beau-
tiful dead-end road. The Dark Side of the Moon resonates from the 
speakers, all songs accentuate the Fiordland National Park and its 
changing landscapes: wide lakes, wild scrubland, mighty U-shaped 
valleys with meadows of lupins and forests of birch trees. The closer 
we get to the sea, the higher and steeper the mountains get. Glaciers 
glitter between the clouds. At the end of the road, the iconic fjord of 
Milford Sound and a tour along the fern-green Milford Track are wait-
ing for us.
The rugged coast line counts amongst one of the wettest areas in the 
world: 8,000 millimetres of rainfall every year, 15 times more than in 
Berlin. Our Gore jackets stay in our backpacks though, the sun has 
been out for three days. New Zealand is glowing. Pink Floyd plays Us 
and Them. The spinal discs are strong. We have done everything right.

Manapouri to Te Anau, 22 km. Hank Snow, singles, Vol. 5. 
All those discussions before our journey. New Zealand experts gave us 
Kiwi tips for a two-month tour (“the minimum!”) and shook their 
heads in pity because we only had three and a half weeks' time. Men 

getting close to 50 have to do a juggling act with their holidays – in 
comparison to relaxed high-school graduates, people enjoying a sab-
batical, honeymoon travellers and pensioners who we meet on the 
road. Some people even advised against New Zealand claiming that 
everything looked like Europe, no need to travel half around the world. 
They must have forgotten about the Fiordland National Park.
Our tight schedule: Getting there at the end of November, one day 
stopover with intensive sightseeing in Singapore to break up the out-
ward flight and prevent XXL jet leg (which worked pretty well). An-
other flight from Auckland into the deep south, a few days in the 
Fiordland National Park, and then a trip around South Island with a 
rental car to go hiking, paddling, wine-tasting. After that we will take 
the ferry to North Island, do the Tongariro Crossing and meet friends 
in Rotorua for the big final. Return flight from Auckland just before 
Christmas. For Kiwi experts, it might be less than “the minimum!” – but 
it is worth a try.
We have just returned from a day trip to the Doubtful Sound, a very 
comfortable tour into the deep wilderness in Fiordland: A ship took us 
over Lake Manapouri, we got a bus over the Wilmot Pass and down 
into the green fiords where the next boat was waiting. So much fresh-
water cascades down a 600m waterfalls and into the sea that the salt 
water is pushed down a few metres. The fur seals, dolphins and pen-
guins splashing about in the sea seem to like that. The Doubtful Sound 
got its curious name from its explorer Captain Cook – he feared not 
being able to make it out of the windy inlet with his sailing ship and 
decided not to explore it. He missed something. >>
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Te Anau to Lake Tekapo, 416 km. Keith Jarrett, Standards Live.
We are rolling towards the north – and are still so amazed by our five 
days in Fiordland that we suspect we have already seen all the high-
lights. Even our organisational failure – we did not manage to get a 
permit for the famous multiple-day hike in the national park – turns 
out alright as you can also explore the tracks on daily-tours. We have 
seen quite a lot: the cheeky kea parrots on the Kepler Track, the spec-
tacular views on the Routeburn Track, the green paradise along the 
Milford Track (all information also in our online road book of the tour, 
see page 152).
We have also taken the locals into our heart – like our guide Steve who 
takes along the latest newspaper in his backpack to give to workers 
maintaining the Kepler Track who live in forest huts. Or Anja who talks 
to us for two hours in broad Kiwi English about the wonders of the 
Milford Sound until she can resist Til’s broad Swabian dialect no more 
and suddenly reveals her Swabian heritage: “Du, i bin ja ursprünglich 
au von dr Alb!”

We are so taken 
aback by Fiordland 
that we suspect we 

have already seen all 
the highlights.

Gangsters at the Kepler Track: A kea parrot causes 
distraction while its accomplice plunders the backpack. 

The most beautiful trailhead on earth? You can only reach the Milford Track in Milford Sound by water taxi. 

Lake Tekapo to Akaroa, 281 km.
The Beatles, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Heart Club Band.
Our anxiety that there would be nothing as spectacular as 
Fjordland vanishes with every kilometre we travel across South 
Island. As usual with any decent roadtrip, driving along and 
marvelling at the sights and sounds become an integral part of 
the journey. As often said, New Zealand plays a game of diver-
sity. Friendly hills as in Ireland, wild mountains like in the Pyr-
enees, beautiful meadows as in North Germany, wide-open sky 
as in the USA. And sheep. Okay, sheep are no real surprise here 
– but there are surprisingly many sheep: 5.5 animals per inhab-
itant according to Google. They move across the green land-
scape like little clouds whilst above, real little clouds adorn the 
blue sky. 
Yesterday we had a stopover at Lake Tekapo, which is fed by 
the glaciers of the New Zealand Alps and glows mint green. On 
the north bank, Mount Cook shows itself in the setting sun. 
After sunset we go to the observatory at nearby Mount John 
where astrology students show us the Southern Cross and serve 
hot chocolate with brownies. 
We are now not far away from the coastal city of Akaroa – 
which has a French touch and is charmingly located in a natu-
ral harbour which was once a volcano. Swimming with dol-
phins is on our game plan. Fun is the one thing money can’t 
buy, the Beatles are singing.

Akaroa to Hanmer Springs, 281 km.
Red Hot Chili Peppers, Blood Sugar Sex Magik.
The Beatles were wrong: “Swimming with dolphins” was a lot 
of fun – but did cost 150 NZ dollar, around 100 euros. Onto the 
boat and out onto the ocean, into the cold water of the South 
Pacific wearing thick neoprenes and looking around for the 
dorsal fins of Hector's dolphins. “The world’s smallest dol-
phin!”, skite the guides, a typical Kiwi superlative. In Akaroa, 
which is also a destination for cruise ships, we also bestow a 
superlative upon the local wine called Meniscus: best Pino Noir 
of our trip – and the competition is tough.
Short stop in Christchurch. Til manages to grab the official road 
trip guitar at a pawnshop. Music – no matter whether played 
by yourself or from the speakers – is an obligatory part of such 
a tour. I already did a road trip with Til in the USA and will 
never forget how he sang Desperado at a Karaoke night in the 
Californian hinterland in tribute to his dog which had just 
passed away. Everybody was crying, even the heavily-tattooed 
rednecks. >>
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Smiths Farm, the family campground with lovely hosts and a petting 
zoo. A nice contrast to the large strictly-regimented campgrounds 
which are usually the number one address for camper caravans. Man-
ager Barbara welcomes us with a bottle of Sauvignon Blanc, her hus-
band Chris takes us on a glowworm safari. 
In the morning we go straight to Picton and then on to the Queen 
Charlotte Track by cruise ship. Like Smiths Farm, it is almost an insid-
er tip because most travellers arrive there from the North Island 

Hanmer Springs to Smiths Farm near Picton, 367 km.
Mika, The Life in Cartoon Motion.
From the sea back to the mountains. No more trees but windy high 
Alps. Dark clouds rush across the ridges. Probably a film location for 
the gruesome battles in “Lord of the Rings” (friendly Kiwis like to con-
firm to astonished tourists that the Lord of the Rings was filmed “right 
on this spot” –at every possible location). Sheep weather the storm at 
the Lewis Pass. “Home of your Icebreaker” is written on a lonely bill-
board. I feel warm in my Merino shirt. Thank you, dear sheep.

Best of South Island: Paddling 
in Abel Tasman National Park, 

hiking on the Kepler Track in 
Fiordland National Park

>>
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Cruise around 

and take 
excursions in 

between. 
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We did not plan a trip across Hanmer Springs 
but the Kaikoura peninsula is not easy to reach 
after the earth quake in November 2016 and 
can probably do without tourists standing in 
the way. The thermal village in the mountains 
also resulted in us having a sporty day: giant 
water slides in the water park and great jet-
boat fun on the Hanmer River. We only skipped 
the bungee jumping (spinal discs!).
The sea comes back in sight when we reach the 
top end of South Island. But not our camp 
ground at “Smiths Farm”, just before Picton: 
the last kilometres from Havelock along the 
Queen Charlotte Drive is probably the road 
with the most serpentines we have ever driven 
on. The driver is permanently turning the steering wheel one way and 
the other, the passenger clawing into the armrests at the same time. 
Muscle aches from driving a camper van? Yes, that is possible.

Picton to Abel Tasman, 172 km. Stenkelfeld. Collected edition.
Our smart Maui camper van bears the coveted “Self Contained” stick-
er, meaning that it has its own toilet. That permits us to camp outside 
of official camp grounds. However, we would not have wanted to miss 

With the Beatles. Sheep are pretty relaxed on Smith's Far
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us. The foehn glows in many different shades of green in the dim light, 
water gushes from the mountains and down onto the beach. We are 
totally alone in the coastal rainforest. After three impressive hours, we 
reach Anchorage Bay – and wave. As it happens, an inflatable dinghy 
appears with Kiwis in shorts, all of them looking amused at our soak-
ing wet rain clothes: You must be the Germans.
Mark takes us to his floating hostel. The Aquapacker is anchored in 
the middle of the bay and offers a surprising amount of space, a gigan-
tic kitchen and is the best address for swimming in Abel Tasman. On 
board we find a group of eleven girls from all over the world with a 
male guide. Then there's the two of us and our hostel wardens. Mark 
and his wife Jane are wicked: they are well-travelled backpackers who 
are now content to welcome people into their place from all over the 
world. It turns into an epic evening.
The next morning the sun is shining. The guys from Abel Tasman 
Kayaks pick us up and we jump into the kayaks and start paddling. 
Sea lions, dolphins, sand, sea, everything is great. But best of all was 
Aquapacker. >>
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ferry and just travel through. The track 
leads through the primeval forest at Queen 
Charlotte Sound. Giant trees, interesting 
birds, and an impressive “foehn” (which 
sounds like fern with the Kiwi accent). We 
hike with Merlin, a young English man. His 
father is from New Zealand, and now Mer-
lin is exploring the country of his ancestors. 
First, they told him that his Maori tattoos 
he had done in England are full of mis-
takes. So Merlin will now be having a few 
sessions with a real Maori tattoo artist to 
correct the spelling mistakes.
After a wonderful day of hiking we check 

the weather report for the Abel Tasman National Park – our next des-
tination for a two-day kayak tour. Oh no: heavy rain!

Abel Tasman to Blenheim, 209 km. Spliff, The Spliff Radio Show.
What happened? What was seemingly the biggest mistake of the whole 
trip turned into the two best days of all. But let's start from the begin-
ning. When we arrive at Abel Tasman Kayaks in Marahau, we can 
hardly find the door because of the heavy rain. Inside, the bad news: 
No kayaking today. But you can do a hike. – Hmm, and the booked 
accommodation, what will happen with that? – Here, you have a map. 
Walk to Anchorage Bay. And then wave. Wave, aha… okay. 
So Til and I put our Gore-Tex on and trot off. Abel Tasman – famous 
for its glowing natural paintings of green hills, white beaches and 
turquoise waters – seems just wet and dull at first. Still, it captivates 

A glowing natural painting of green hills, 
white beaches and turquoise water.

Georg Ringsg-
wandl sings sporty 

lifestyle in my 
caravan. But first 

of all, breakfast 
above the Bay of 

Akaroa

The Kiwis know 
how to cook and 

how to press 
wine: Green 

mussels at the 
camp and a 

guided wine tour 
in Cloudy Bay 

– the Sauvignon 
Blanc is cult.

Best evening of the trip was with Mark and Jane on their 
floating hostel in the middle of the Abel Tasman National Park.



150 < <   D R E A M  T R I P   > > 151< <   D R E A M  T R I P   > >

Blentheim (South Island) to Marton (North Island), 287 km.
ZAZ, Recto Verso.
Before leaving South Island, we visit the fancy Cloudy Bay vine-
yard– famous for its Sauvignon Blanc. This aromatic bomb led to 
worldwide fame for the Kiwi wine-growers and triggered wine tourism 
to the Marlborough area. Wine-lovers travel all around the valley 
doing tastings at various vineyards. We do the full event at Cloudy 
Bay: first, a guided tour through the factory, then a ten-course 
wine-tasting from Rosé sparkling wine to a dessert wine. It is like 
heaven, and it is not even lunchtime. Afterwards, we take a nap in the 
camper van, otherwise we would probably not be able to correctly 
drive onto the ramp onto the car ferry. 
Hello North Island! In Wellington we dive into New Zealand’s wild 
history in the excellent museum of Te Papa: Polynesian logboats, reck-
less explorers and impressive Maori art. We keep on driving to the 
little town of Marton and Gay’s farm. Til’s daughter worked there a 
few years ago with Work & Travel. They became friends, Gay has also 
been to Germany. Now we are invited to a visit. 

Marton to Tongariro Nationalpark, 173 km. Heinz Strunk, Fleisch 
ist mein Gemüse (audio book, read by Heinzer himself.)
A wonderful evening with Gay, two dogs, a peafowl and the 8 kilo cat 
Jack. Gay’s Ridgewood Ram is an idyll well away of all tourist paths 
(tip: there are also B&B rooms). Now we set course for Tongariro. 
Swing time is good time, and good time is better time.

If Europeans want to go to New 
Zealand, they need to accept 
more than 24 hours travel 
time, a 12 hour time difference 
upon arrival and a hefty 
ecological footprint. 
But imagine the other side of 
the coin: For Kiwis, almost 
every journey abroad is such a 
big deal.
You notice Air New Zealand’s 
(NZ) long distance experience. 
The national airline became 
famous with their planes 
decorated in hobbit motifs but 
is now one of the leading 
airlines in terms comfort, 
environment protection and 
cost-benefit ratio.
 

Choose the clever route
Direct: NZ flies daily from 
London to Auckland (and 
return) via Los Angeles . No 
need to change planes and 
there are two hours' time to 
stretch your legs in L.A.
Stopover: A 12 - 24 hour 
stopover lowers the stress of 
the journey and the jet leg 
– and you can take a look at a 
great world city. Star Alliance 
partners of NZ fly to Singapore, 
Tokyo, Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
San Francisco, L.A., Houston, 
Vancouver or Buenos Aires. 
From there, you fly straight to 
your destination with NZ. Many 
combinations are possible, 
also a round-the-world route. 

Comfort is no luxury
Each centimetre and each nice 
gesture counts during such 
marathon flights. NZ gets 
regularly rewarded for outstand-
ing comfort, service and great 
ideas. Like the Skycouch in  
Economy Class (bookable 
three-seat row without armrests 
for couples or families to sprawl 
out) or the well-conceived 
Premium Economy which offers 
more space and specials for a 
moderate extra charge.

Environmental protection
Everybody is aware that flying is 
detrimental to the environment. 
NZ, however, tries to reduce 

emissions offensively, for 
example with a highly modern 
fleet and very ambitious saving 
measures. In 2016, NZ was 
declared the most sustainable 
airline in the world. Info: www.
airnewzealand.de/nachhaltig-
keit

Cool airline
NZ is maintaining its cool and  
Kiwi style and has already 
shown its safety instructions 
with naked body-painted 
models. Attention guaranteed 
;-) During an unscheduled stop 
(a passenger had health 
problems), the co-pilot 
entertained the children on 
board with magic tricks.

Info: www.airnewzealand.de

THE BEST ROUTE TO 
NEW ZEALAND

There is only one twist about the dream trip to the 
Kiwis and that is the shockingly long flight there. A 
good plan is like gold. Our tip: Air New Zealand.

It will not get any 
greener than in the 
coastal rain forest.
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Tangariro Nationalpark to Rotorua, 182 km.
Led Zeppelin, Remasters.
The combination of sparkling eyes and muscle ache is always a good sign. 
We have just done the Tongariro Crossing. The GPS shows 23 km, 1,900 
metres of altitude. What it does not show is the primeval landscape of rock 
and ash, mineral lakes glowing metallically and a volcano with an crown 
of ice – sure, another of the Lord of the Ring locations: Mount Doom where 
the ring melts. The long journey to Rotorua is almost at an end. We visit 
paddle friends who have emigrated to the Kaituna River. Meeting point is 
the Okere Falls Store – Andi has wheat beer from the Allgäu.
Our conclusion, just before we reach our destination, is that a Kiwi road 
trip – cruising around and doing excursions in between – also works out 
well with a limited amount of time. A time frame of only three and a half 
weeks for New Zealand is not long but also not too short. And that's be-
cause to date, those weeks were the best ever in our traveller's life. And 
just before our 50th birthdays. Ha! And the camper-van just keeps on 
rolling. And Robert Plant sings “There are two paths you can go by, but 
in the long run there’s still time to change the road you’re on”. <<

>>

The happy end: 
Til gave away the guitar 
from the pawnshop to a 
traveller. She will also 
pass it on  to somebody 
else one day. White-wa-
ter pensioner Stephan 
also dared to kajak 
down the wild Kaituna.

Straight across 
Tongariro: the 
day-tour classic on 
North Island.

New Zealand is almost the size 
of Italy and full of attractions 
– impossible to “bag” them all 
within a few weeks or even 
months. So, a well-planned 
route with a few marked 
highlights make sense. It 
depends on your own 
preferences, your time limit and 
your holiday money.
The Globetrotter team drew up a 
25-days program (incl. getting 
there and back): Travel out with 
one stopover day in Singapore; 
South Island first (around 2 
weeks), then North Island 

(1 week). The plan: Fiordland 
National Park, Abel Tasman N.N., 
Tongariro N.P., Rotorua. There 
are approx. 3,000 km to cover in 
between in a rental camper-van 
and many pleasant  stops along 
the way. Flight back: Auckland 
via L.A. and London. If you 
would like to plan your own 
camper trip in Kiwi country, get 
inspired by our road book!

Find much more general 
information on New Zealand's 
official website: 
www.newzealand.com.

THE BIG ROAD BOOK ABOUT
 THE TOUR ONLINE

All routes, info and many tips about this 
road trip. Get inspired!

Find the complete (German) road book and a 
video about the tour on 
www.globetrotter.de/magazin
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Feuerschale und Grill  
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www.primusoutdoor.de

• Tolle Lagerfeuer-Atmosphäre  
  überall
• Zum Grillen mit Holzkohle 
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• Clevere Accessoires wie  
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