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grees, inside you will notice nothing at a 
“cosy” zero degrees. That's thanks to its excel-
lent insulating and soundproofing properties. 
But all this work for one night? When you hit 
lucky with the weather (preferably a long 
time with sub-zero temperatures), find a safe 
location (little wind and exposure to sun) and 
keep looking after it, you can use your igloo 
for longer than a weekend getaway.

THE PREPARATION

The most important ingredient for an igloo is 
of course the snow. The chances of having 
enough building material in wintertime in the 
Harz Mountains are not that bad, especially 
on the weather side of the Brocken which 
benefits from regular and heavy precipitation 
(up to 1,600 mm per year). The map on the 
next page shows the conditions in the rest of 
Germany. 
When you have found the right spot (respect 
private property and national park 

Minutes of the meeting 
Philip Baues

W
hen a winter hike goes 
into extra time, it does 
not only make children’s 
hearts beat faster. Extra 
time starts when every-

body else is well on their way back home.
That is not absolutely true however, because 
an igloo build starts before dusk due to the 
fact that the playing field – to stick to the im-
age of soccer – needs to be checked out earlier 
so that the snow house will be ready in time.
So an igloo is not something for a spontane-
ous night out in the forest in winter; it takes 
time to build, it's exhausting work, and if you 
do not do the planning properly, you will defi-
nitely not have enough room inside. So, is all 
the effort even worth it? Definitely! A night 
inside an igloo is a big adventure. Creating 
your own refuge in nature does not only make 
a little adventurer proud. Even the most de-
manding house builders will be very satisfied 
with their igloo: Even when the world outside 
comes to an apparent end at minus 20 de-

Five months of frost and a lot of precipi-
tation: The Harz Mountains are the per-

fect terrain for a night in an igloo.

There are no documents to confirm whether Hes-
sian-born Rolf Becker moved to the Harz mountains 
because of the tough winters. But it's a fact that the 
manager of Globetrotter's Torfhaus store knows how 
to build an igloo – he was only five years old when 
he spent his first night in the snow. 

BUILDING MATERIALS
Dig a hole in front of the entrance, stand inside and 

cut out blocks moving as you go towards the centre of 

the igloo. You need approx. 50 blocks in total which 

are 60 cm wide, 45 cm high and 20 cm thick. The ditch 

you create will later be the entrance tunnel. Cut down 

a total of 90cm to create the entrance tunnel (the 

height of two stacked blocks), but only down 45cm  

(depth of one block) in the actual igloo area.

BASIC WALLING
As the igloo will be built in the shape of a 
spiral snail-shell, the first four blocks need 
to form a gradual leaning slope and are 
therefore cut at an angle. Carefully set out 
the first foundation row and lean the 
blocks (approx. 15°) to the inside. Put an 
especially wide block across the entrance 
tunnel.

CLOSE THE TOP
The lowest row already needs to lean in 
slightly, otherwise you will not create the 
dome. The higher the igloo grows, the 
more the blocks need to lean into the cent-
re. Simply place the last block on top of 
the opening and work on it from the inside 
with a saw until it fits nicely. 

CONSTRUCTION SITE
Mark out a construction site in the 
deep snow. A 2 m diameter is good 
for a 2 person igloo, plan for an 
entrance tunnel (2.5 m long; 1.5 m 
wide) in front. Flatten down the base 
area firmly with snow shoes, wait 20 
min, then tramp down again wearing 
normal boots.
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Reward for all the trouble: A storm-proof 
refuge beneath a winter’s starry sky.
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boarders!), you only need a snow saw, a good 
amount of perseverance and hot drinks.
The snow should ideally be at least half a me-
tre thick. North of the Weisswurst equator, 
most igloo builders will not be so lucky. But 
even if you do not have so much snow, by 
using a big square-shaped container, you can 
make and stabilize your own building blocks. 
The location should be flat. The floor plan of 
an igloo is a circle. Using a ski stick and a 
strap, mark out a circle in the snow. It is a 
good idea to then lie down in your circle to 
check the size because it will not be possible 
to build an extension later on. A diameter of 
around two metres is a practical size for hob-
by igloo builds. Stamp down the snow flat on 
the site where you are going to build it so that 
the walls will be on a solid foundation which 
will not give way.

STEP BY STEP

The snow blocks should be approx. 60 cm long, 
45 cm high and 20 cm thick. Note that one 
block will therefore weigh around 20 kilos!
First set the bottom row of blocks along the 
baseline. It is important to already place the 
first row to lean inwards (about 15°) – that's 

they create a slanting wall gradually increas-
ing in height.
When you only have a little lookout left at the 
top, you make the roof block. That is cut to 
be a little bit bigger than the hole and placed 
on top from the outside. The person inside 
shapes the block until it snugly fits the hole.
When all blocks have then been carefully 
coated with snow on the inside and outside 
so as not to move any more, you can free any 
“prisoner” who may be walled into the igloo. 
The entrance is then cut into the igloo wall 
you built as low as possible and  protected 
with a wind tunnel.
And then? You will surely be dog-tired. Foot-
ball players get into a cold barrel of water 
with ice after a game as it helps regenerate 
the muscles… so crawl into your igloo and 
sleep well! <<

Safety in snow, nature protection & co – the most 
important information about building an igloo.

ICE ICE BABY

Depth of snow: 
Of course the flat north of 
Germany usually gets less 
snow than elsewhere, but 
even from the stores in 
Hamburg and Berlin, you can 
travel to the next snow hole 
within about three hours.

Nature protection 
Tourism is quite restricted in 
the 14 German national 
parks, you need to stick to 
the paths. Other protected 
areas often allow more 

activity. Find an overview at 
the Federal Agency for 
Nature Conservation: www.
bfn.de/karten.html

Outdoor activity 
companies
If you do not want to do the 
hard work yourself or are 
seeking professional guidance, 
you will find some activity 
companies online. Starting 
point for survival courses in the 
Harz Mountains: www.
adrenalintours.de.

Tools
It usually takes more people 
to build an igloo than 
actually fit inside it. 
Everything is easier with tool 
kits like Q-Iglu or the Icebox 
Igloo Tool. You will also find 
everything you need when 
building an igloo – from the 
snow saw to the right clothes 
and the thermos flask for the 
hot tea – on www.
globetrotter.de or in one of 
the 12 stores. 
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the only way the blocks can support each oth-
er and finally carry the weight of the dome. 
Many igloos fail because they have been built 
with sides which are too steep. The blocks are 
joined together by gently patting them down 
one by one and  grouting the joints with snow 
as you go. If there is not enough snow for you 
to plan for an entrance tunnel (see sketch), 
one person will be walled into the igloo when 
you build. The walls of an igloo should be 
built like a spiral snail shell, so you need to 
cut the first four blocks at an angle so that 

Who needs a 
gym? Igloo 

builders don't!

64

Tage mit 
Schneehöhe 

> 20 cm zwischen 
Anfang Dezember 
und Ende März

Number of days with a 
depth of snow > 20 cm 
between the beginning 
of December and end of 
March (average value)

Für alle, die beim
Thema Heizen keine
Abenteuer brauchen.

Flexibel einsetzbar.
Steckdose genügt.

 Pure Atmosphäre und Gemütlichkeit – ohne Ruß und Staubpartikel 
 Naturidentisches 3D-Flammenspiel – ohne Risiko und Brandgefahr
 Schnelle Aufheizzeit – lang anhaltende Speicherwärme
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Elektrische Kamine Flachheizungen Badheizungen Öfen u.v.m.
125 Jahre

Immer ein Grad besser.

F A M I L I E N

S E I T
U N T E R N E H M E N 24

Nur 12 Minuten Strom- 
 bedarf pro Heizstunde*

www.wibo.com

wibo Service

040 / 55 480 334
K 3078Ihr Vorzugscode
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