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Text and Photos
Stephan Glocker & Til Eder

THE LONG WAY 
T O  R O T O R U A

Two old friends, a camper van and 1,500 songs. 
You don't need anything else for an 
epic road trip through New Zealand.
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T
One-day stopover in Singapore 
with great architecture and snack 
bars with Michelin stars. Half a day 
later, we are on South Island 
– almost well rested. 

When approaching their 
50th birthday, some 

men tend to get adven-
turous again. Til and I 

are just such men. 

Te Anau to Milford Sound, 120 km.
Pink Floyd, The Dark Side of the Moon.
When fast approaching their 50th birthday, some men tend to get 
adventurous again. They fear it is their last chance to realise long-cher-
ished dreams. Set off on tour one more time before a spinal disc gives 
up the ghost. Now or never, they proclaim. Til and I are just such men.
New Zealand, such an old dream, and always postponed. But now, our 
camper is actually rolling along Milford Road, the world’s most beau-
tiful dead-end road. The Dark Side of the Moon resonates from the 
speakers, all songs accentuate the Fiordland National Park and its 
changing landscapes: wide lakes, wild scrubland, mighty U-shaped 
valleys with meadows of lupins and forests of birch trees. The closer 
we get to the sea, the higher and steeper the mountains get. Glaciers 
glitter between the clouds. At the end of the road, the iconic fjord of 
Milford Sound and a tour along the fern-green Milford Track are wait-
ing for us.
The rugged coast line counts amongst one of the wettest areas in the 
world: 8,000 millimetres of rainfall every year, 15 times more than in 
Berlin. Our Gore jackets stay in our backpacks though, the sun has 
been out for three days. New Zealand is glowing. Pink Floyd plays Us 
and Them. The spinal discs are strong. We have done everything right.

Manapouri to Te Anau, 22 km. Hank Snow, singles, Vol. 5. 
All those discussions before our journey. New Zealand experts gave us 
Kiwi tips for a two-month tour (“the minimum!”) and shook their 
heads in pity because we only had three and a half weeks' time. Men 

getting close to 50 have to do a juggling act with their holidays – in 
comparison to relaxed high-school graduates, people enjoying a sab-
batical, honeymoon travellers and pensioners who we meet on the 
road. Some people even advised against New Zealand claiming that 
everything looked like Europe, no need to travel half around the world. 
They must have forgotten about the Fiordland National Park.
Our tight schedule: Getting there at the end of November, one day 
stopover with intensive sightseeing in Singapore to break up the out-
ward flight and prevent XXL jet leg (which worked pretty well). An-
other flight from Auckland into the deep south, a few days in the 
Fiordland National Park, and then a trip around South Island with a 
rental car to go hiking, paddling, wine-tasting. After that we will take 
the ferry to North Island, do the Tongariro Crossing and meet friends 
in Rotorua for the big final. Return flight from Auckland just before 
Christmas. For Kiwi experts, it might be less than “the minimum!” – but 
it is worth a try.
We have just returned from a day trip to the Doubtful Sound, a very 
comfortable tour into the deep wilderness in Fiordland: A ship took us 
over Lake Manapouri, we got a bus over the Wilmot Pass and down 
into the green fiords where the next boat was waiting. So much fresh-
water cascades down a 600m waterfalls and into the sea that the salt 
water is pushed down a few metres. The fur seals, dolphins and pen-
guins splashing about in the sea seem to like that. The Doubtful Sound 
got its curious name from its explorer Captain Cook – he feared not 
being able to make it out of the windy inlet with his sailing ship and 
decided not to explore it. He missed something. >>
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Te Anau to Lake Tekapo, 416 km. Keith Jarrett, Standards Live.
We are rolling towards the north – and are still so amazed by our five 
days in Fiordland that we suspect we have already seen all the high-
lights. Even our organisational failure – we did not manage to get a 
permit for the famous multiple-day hike in the national park – turns 
out alright as you can also explore the tracks on daily-tours. We have 
seen quite a lot: the cheeky kea parrots on the Kepler Track, the spec-
tacular views on the Routeburn Track, the green paradise along the 
Milford Track (all information also in our online road book of the tour, 
see page 152).
We have also taken the locals into our heart – like our guide Steve who 
takes along the latest newspaper in his backpack to give to workers 
maintaining the Kepler Track who live in forest huts. Or Anja who talks 
to us for two hours in broad Kiwi English about the wonders of the 
Milford Sound until she can resist Til’s broad Swabian dialect no more 
and suddenly reveals her Swabian heritage: “Du, i bin ja ursprünglich 
au von dr Alb!”

We are so taken 
aback by Fiordland 
that we suspect we 

have already seen all 
the highlights.

Gangsters at the Kepler Track: A kea parrot causes 
distraction while its accomplice plunders the backpack. 

The most beautiful trailhead on earth? You can only reach the Milford Track in Milford Sound by water taxi. 

Lake Tekapo to Akaroa, 281 km.
The Beatles, Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Heart Club Band.
Our anxiety that there would be nothing as spectacular as 
Fjordland vanishes with every kilometre we travel across South 
Island. As usual with any decent roadtrip, driving along and 
marvelling at the sights and sounds become an integral part of 
the journey. As often said, New Zealand plays a game of diver-
sity. Friendly hills as in Ireland, wild mountains like in the Pyr-
enees, beautiful meadows as in North Germany, wide-open sky 
as in the USA. And sheep. Okay, sheep are no real surprise here 
– but there are surprisingly many sheep: 5.5 animals per inhab-
itant according to Google. They move across the green land-
scape like little clouds whilst above, real little clouds adorn the 
blue sky. 
Yesterday we had a stopover at Lake Tekapo, which is fed by 
the glaciers of the New Zealand Alps and glows mint green. On 
the north bank, Mount Cook shows itself in the setting sun. 
After sunset we go to the observatory at nearby Mount John 
where astrology students show us the Southern Cross and serve 
hot chocolate with brownies. 
We are now not far away from the coastal city of Akaroa – 
which has a French touch and is charmingly located in a natu-
ral harbour which was once a volcano. Swimming with dol-
phins is on our game plan. Fun is the one thing money can’t 
buy, the Beatles are singing.

Akaroa to Hanmer Springs, 281 km.
Red Hot Chili Peppers, Blood Sugar Sex Magik.
The Beatles were wrong: “Swimming with dolphins” was a lot 
of fun – but did cost 150 NZ dollar, around 100 euros. Onto the 
boat and out onto the ocean, into the cold water of the South 
Pacific wearing thick neoprenes and looking around for the 
dorsal fins of Hector's dolphins. “The world’s smallest dol-
phin!”, skite the guides, a typical Kiwi superlative. In Akaroa, 
which is also a destination for cruise ships, we also bestow a 
superlative upon the local wine called Meniscus: best Pino Noir 
of our trip – and the competition is tough.
Short stop in Christchurch. Til manages to grab the official road 
trip guitar at a pawnshop. Music – no matter whether played 
by yourself or from the speakers – is an obligatory part of such 
a tour. I already did a road trip with Til in the USA and will 
never forget how he sang Desperado at a Karaoke night in the 
Californian hinterland in tribute to his dog which had just 
passed away. Everybody was crying, even the heavily-tattooed 
rednecks. >>
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Smiths Farm, the family campground with lovely hosts and a petting 
zoo. A nice contrast to the large strictly-regimented campgrounds 
which are usually the number one address for camper caravans. Man-
ager Barbara welcomes us with a bottle of Sauvignon Blanc, her hus-
band Chris takes us on a glowworm safari. 
In the morning we go straight to Picton and then on to the Queen 
Charlotte Track by cruise ship. Like Smiths Farm, it is almost an insid-
er tip because most travellers arrive there from the North Island 

Hanmer Springs to Smiths Farm near Picton, 367 km.
Mika, The Life in Cartoon Motion.
From the sea back to the mountains. No more trees but windy high 
Alps. Dark clouds rush across the ridges. Probably a film location for 
the gruesome battles in “Lord of the Rings” (friendly Kiwis like to con-
firm to astonished tourists that the Lord of the Rings was filmed “right 
on this spot” –at every possible location). Sheep weather the storm at 
the Lewis Pass. “Home of your Icebreaker” is written on a lonely bill-
board. I feel warm in my Merino shirt. Thank you, dear sheep.

Best of South Island: Paddling 
in Abel Tasman National Park, 

hiking on the Kepler Track in 
Fiordland National Park

>>

A Kiwi road trip: 
Cruise around 

and take 
excursions in 

between. 
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We did not plan a trip across Hanmer Springs 
but the Kaikoura peninsula is not easy to reach 
after the earth quake in November 2016 and 
can probably do without tourists standing in 
the way. The thermal village in the mountains 
also resulted in us having a sporty day: giant 
water slides in the water park and great jet-
boat fun on the Hanmer River. We only skipped 
the bungee jumping (spinal discs!).
The sea comes back in sight when we reach the 
top end of South Island. But not our camp 
ground at “Smiths Farm”, just before Picton: 
the last kilometres from Havelock along the 
Queen Charlotte Drive is probably the road 
with the most serpentines we have ever driven 
on. The driver is permanently turning the steering wheel one way and 
the other, the passenger clawing into the armrests at the same time. 
Muscle aches from driving a camper van? Yes, that is possible.

Picton to Abel Tasman, 172 km. Stenkelfeld. Collected edition.
Our smart Maui camper van bears the coveted “Self Contained” stick-
er, meaning that it has its own toilet. That permits us to camp outside 
of official camp grounds. However, we would not have wanted to miss 

With the Beatles. Sheep are pretty relaxed on Smith's Far
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us. The foehn glows in many different shades of green in the dim light, 
water gushes from the mountains and down onto the beach. We are 
totally alone in the coastal rainforest. After three impressive hours, we 
reach Anchorage Bay – and wave. As it happens, an inflatable dinghy 
appears with Kiwis in shorts, all of them looking amused at our soak-
ing wet rain clothes: You must be the Germans.
Mark takes us to his floating hostel. The Aquapacker is anchored in 
the middle of the bay and offers a surprising amount of space, a gigan-
tic kitchen and is the best address for swimming in Abel Tasman. On 
board we find a group of eleven girls from all over the world with a 
male guide. Then there's the two of us and our hostel wardens. Mark 
and his wife Jane are wicked: they are well-travelled backpackers who 
are now content to welcome people into their place from all over the 
world. It turns into an epic evening.
The next morning the sun is shining. The guys from Abel Tasman 
Kayaks pick us up and we jump into the kayaks and start paddling. 
Sea lions, dolphins, sand, sea, everything is great. But best of all was 
Aquapacker. >>
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ferry and just travel through. The track 
leads through the primeval forest at Queen 
Charlotte Sound. Giant trees, interesting 
birds, and an impressive “foehn” (which 
sounds like fern with the Kiwi accent). We 
hike with Merlin, a young English man. His 
father is from New Zealand, and now Mer-
lin is exploring the country of his ancestors. 
First, they told him that his Maori tattoos 
he had done in England are full of mis-
takes. So Merlin will now be having a few 
sessions with a real Maori tattoo artist to 
correct the spelling mistakes.
After a wonderful day of hiking we check 

the weather report for the Abel Tasman National Park – our next des-
tination for a two-day kayak tour. Oh no: heavy rain!

Abel Tasman to Blenheim, 209 km. Spliff, The Spliff Radio Show.
What happened? What was seemingly the biggest mistake of the whole 
trip turned into the two best days of all. But let's start from the begin-
ning. When we arrive at Abel Tasman Kayaks in Marahau, we can 
hardly find the door because of the heavy rain. Inside, the bad news: 
No kayaking today. But you can do a hike. – Hmm, and the booked 
accommodation, what will happen with that? – Here, you have a map. 
Walk to Anchorage Bay. And then wave. Wave, aha… okay. 
So Til and I put our Gore-Tex on and trot off. Abel Tasman – famous 
for its glowing natural paintings of green hills, white beaches and 
turquoise waters – seems just wet and dull at first. Still, it captivates 

A glowing natural painting of green hills, 
white beaches and turquoise water.

Georg Ringsg-
wandl sings sporty 

lifestyle in my 
caravan. But first 

of all, breakfast 
above the Bay of 

Akaroa

The Kiwis know 
how to cook and 

how to press 
wine: Green 

mussels at the 
camp and a 

guided wine tour 
in Cloudy Bay 

– the Sauvignon 
Blanc is cult.

Best evening of the trip was with Mark and Jane on their 
floating hostel in the middle of the Abel Tasman National Park.
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Blentheim (South Island) to Marton (North Island), 287 km.
ZAZ, Recto Verso.
Before leaving South Island, we visit the fancy Cloudy Bay vine-
yard– famous for its Sauvignon Blanc. This aromatic bomb led to 
worldwide fame for the Kiwi wine-growers and triggered wine tourism 
to the Marlborough area. Wine-lovers travel all around the valley 
doing tastings at various vineyards. We do the full event at Cloudy 
Bay: first, a guided tour through the factory, then a ten-course 
wine-tasting from Rosé sparkling wine to a dessert wine. It is like 
heaven, and it is not even lunchtime. Afterwards, we take a nap in the 
camper van, otherwise we would probably not be able to correctly 
drive onto the ramp onto the car ferry. 
Hello North Island! In Wellington we dive into New Zealand’s wild 
history in the excellent museum of Te Papa: Polynesian logboats, reck-
less explorers and impressive Maori art. We keep on driving to the 
little town of Marton and Gay’s farm. Til’s daughter worked there a 
few years ago with Work & Travel. They became friends, Gay has also 
been to Germany. Now we are invited to a visit. 

Marton to Tongariro Nationalpark, 173 km. Heinz Strunk, Fleisch 
ist mein Gemüse (audio book, read by Heinzer himself.)
A wonderful evening with Gay, two dogs, a peafowl and the 8 kilo cat 
Jack. Gay’s Ridgewood Ram is an idyll well away of all tourist paths 
(tip: there are also B&B rooms). Now we set course for Tongariro. 
Swing time is good time, and good time is better time.

If Europeans want to go to New 
Zealand, they need to accept 
more than 24 hours travel 
time, a 12 hour time difference 
upon arrival and a hefty 
ecological footprint. 
But imagine the other side of 
the coin: For Kiwis, almost 
every journey abroad is such a 
big deal.
You notice Air New Zealand’s 
(NZ) long distance experience. 
The national airline became 
famous with their planes 
decorated in hobbit motifs but 
is now one of the leading 
airlines in terms comfort, 
environment protection and 
cost-benefit ratio.
 

Choose the clever route
Direct: NZ flies daily from 
London to Auckland (and 
return) via Los Angeles . No 
need to change planes and 
there are two hours' time to 
stretch your legs in L.A.
Stopover: A 12 - 24 hour 
stopover lowers the stress of 
the journey and the jet leg 
– and you can take a look at a 
great world city. Star Alliance 
partners of NZ fly to Singapore, 
Tokyo, Shanghai, Hong Kong, 
San Francisco, L.A., Houston, 
Vancouver or Buenos Aires. 
From there, you fly straight to 
your destination with NZ. Many 
combinations are possible, 
also a round-the-world route. 

Comfort is no luxury
Each centimetre and each nice 
gesture counts during such 
marathon flights. NZ gets 
regularly rewarded for outstand-
ing comfort, service and great 
ideas. Like the Skycouch in  
Economy Class (bookable 
three-seat row without armrests 
for couples or families to sprawl 
out) or the well-conceived 
Premium Economy which offers 
more space and specials for a 
moderate extra charge.

Environmental protection
Everybody is aware that flying is 
detrimental to the environment. 
NZ, however, tries to reduce 

emissions offensively, for 
example with a highly modern 
fleet and very ambitious saving 
measures. In 2016, NZ was 
declared the most sustainable 
airline in the world. Info: www.
airnewzealand.de/nachhaltig-
keit

Cool airline
NZ is maintaining its cool and  
Kiwi style and has already 
shown its safety instructions 
with naked body-painted 
models. Attention guaranteed 
;-) During an unscheduled stop 
(a passenger had health 
problems), the co-pilot 
entertained the children on 
board with magic tricks.

Info: www.airnewzealand.de

THE BEST ROUTE TO 
NEW ZEALAND

There is only one twist about the dream trip to the 
Kiwis and that is the shockingly long flight there. A 
good plan is like gold. Our tip: Air New Zealand.

It will not get any 
greener than in the 
coastal rain forest.

>>

The combination of 
sparkling eyes and 

muscle ache is always a 
good sign. 
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Tangariro Nationalpark to Rotorua, 182 km.
Led Zeppelin, Remasters.
The combination of sparkling eyes and muscle ache is always a good sign. 
We have just done the Tongariro Crossing. The GPS shows 23 km, 1,900 
metres of altitude. What it does not show is the primeval landscape of rock 
and ash, mineral lakes glowing metallically and a volcano with an crown 
of ice – sure, another of the Lord of the Ring locations: Mount Doom where 
the ring melts. The long journey to Rotorua is almost at an end. We visit 
paddle friends who have emigrated to the Kaituna River. Meeting point is 
the Okere Falls Store – Andi has wheat beer from the Allgäu.
Our conclusion, just before we reach our destination, is that a Kiwi road 
trip – cruising around and doing excursions in between – also works out 
well with a limited amount of time. A time frame of only three and a half 
weeks for New Zealand is not long but also not too short. And that's be-
cause to date, those weeks were the best ever in our traveller's life. And 
just before our 50th birthdays. Ha! And the camper-van just keeps on 
rolling. And Robert Plant sings “There are two paths you can go by, but 
in the long run there’s still time to change the road you’re on”. <<

>>

The happy end: 
Til gave away the guitar 
from the pawnshop to a 
traveller. She will also 
pass it on  to somebody 
else one day. White-wa-
ter pensioner Stephan 
also dared to kajak 
down the wild Kaituna.

Straight across 
Tongariro: the 
day-tour classic on 
North Island.

New Zealand is almost the size 
of Italy and full of attractions 
– impossible to “bag” them all 
within a few weeks or even 
months. So, a well-planned 
route with a few marked 
highlights make sense. It 
depends on your own 
preferences, your time limit and 
your holiday money.
The Globetrotter team drew up a 
25-days program (incl. getting 
there and back): Travel out with 
one stopover day in Singapore; 
South Island first (around 2 
weeks), then North Island 

(1 week). The plan: Fiordland 
National Park, Abel Tasman N.N., 
Tongariro N.P., Rotorua. There 
are approx. 3,000 km to cover in 
between in a rental camper-van 
and many pleasant  stops along 
the way. Flight back: Auckland 
via L.A. and London. If you 
would like to plan your own 
camper trip in Kiwi country, get 
inspired by our road book!

Find much more general 
information on New Zealand's 
official website: 
www.newzealand.com.

THE BIG ROAD BOOK ABOUT
 THE TOUR ONLINE

All routes, info and many tips about this 
road trip. Get inspired!

Find the complete (German) road book and a 
video about the tour on 
www.globetrotter.de/magazin
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Chile – Feuer und Eis
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Argentinien / Chile 
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kamoto 
Transportable  

Feuerschale und Grill  
in Einem

www.primusoutdoor.de

• Tolle Lagerfeuer-Atmosphäre  
  überall
• Zum Grillen mit Holzkohle 
  bestens geeignet (robuster 
  Grillrost inklusive)
• Clevere Accessoires wie  
  OpenFire Pan zum Braten & 
  Kochen


